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Abstract: Yunxiao is a significant producing area of gem-quality garnet in China. However, the color origin of gar-
net in this area remains ambiguous, which restricts the understanding of their formation mechanism and subsequent
exploitation. In this paper, 7 samples of orange-yellow-orange-red garnet from Yunxiao, Fujian were selected, and
the spectral characteristics of the samples were analyzed by Fourier infrared spectrum, UV-visible spectrum and Ra-
man spectrum, and the characteristics of main and trace elements were defined by electron probe (EPMA) and la-
ser ablation inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (LA-ICP-MS) analysis. It is concluded that the color of
the garnet is predominantly influenced by the absorption of visible light by Mn®* and Fe®*. Mn®" dictates the yellow
tone of the garnet, while a minor amount of Fe** governs the orange-red tone. Additionally, a trace amount of Ti*"
imparts a brownish appearance to the garnet. The samples exhibited a relatively low manganese content and high
iron and magnesium content in their core, a gradual increase in manganese content from the core to the rim. The

samples also displayed a left-leaning partition pattern, with an enrichment of heavy rare earth elements and a deficit
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of light rare earth elements. Europium (Eu) showed a negative anomaly. These findings suggest that the garnets from

Yunxiao, Fujian were formed during magmatic processes and are products of late-stage magmatic crystallization.

Key words: garnet; gemological characteristics; mineral spectroscopy; color mechanism; Yunxiao, Fujian Prov-

ince
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Fig. 1

Photos of the gamet samples from Yunxiao, Fujian
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Fig. 2 Infrared spectra of the garnet from Yunxiao, Fujian
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Fig. 3 Ultraviolet-visible spectrum of garnet from Yunxiao,

Fujian
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Fig. 4 Raman spectra of the garnet from Yunxiao, Fujian

IE L, BT 8o = A A 1) S T [l WA
3.5 BFRIRS DN

TEA AR A S Al R f AR b,
Xt EIE & B BAF B yx-4 yx-6 FE & PEATH T 4B, H
A 4 VAR TA% -8 —3h 43 AT, DA SR A i b o
ROPARHIE . HFIREH SR A 2R i AR Y
Ao, AP AR T FeO 5 Fe,0, 195
(KD,

PR 1 AR W A A 0 S

R P AR SE R R, H Mn® R Fe™
FIEEEHE MK S), ShiEmite st —
B, B Fe™ T R G B AR 4 Mn™ T30y = 0 ) Ji
BT A

RIS TCE R L, DL 12 SRR T He v 15
S A7 AR S 0 A Ak A 2 T B A D A
AR 0 15 o 5 A o I R, A Y
yx-6 ., yx-7 B il ELAT 3 o0 Al i i B AL AR AR AR A
-2 & K97, 16% , HP B4k 2% 2 (M, o



43 4%

678

° L B —odS | A R DUV BRIV SRS S -

19°86 1€°66 9L°96 8C'L6 0£'L6 9598 88'¥8 06°¢8 6618 95°¢8 60°¢c8 OI'S8 6898 6298 S8'L8 C6'88 PLP8 €L16 68°C8 9678 adg
01°0 LT0 S LT0 1€°0 €L°0 LLO £€8°0 LL"0 $6°0 €L°0 (4! L8°0 9¢°0 €Ll 0C'1 6L°0 1€°0 901 €01 A% |
LT'1 L8°1 61°C ge'C 6¢°C ¥9°C 6C ¢ 6¢°¢ 6¢ ¢ Lc'e 81°¢ 80 ¢ e €81 e ¥8°C 19°C Sl 67 "¢ Sy ¢ puy
- §S°C 8L°0 - - €0°0I 00711 S8°I1  ¥8°01 CC'Cl [6°Cl  69°11 IL°8 ¢l 69°L $6°9 S8°11 08°¢ 6V 6 SS°6 wy
60 '8 08 90 '8 11°8 60 '8 008 208 08 €08 10°8 008 008 10°8 w8 208 1078 008 708 08 008 [B10L,
0 °0 c0°0 90°0 L0°0 L0°0 80°0 01°0 0r-o 01°0 01°0 0r-o 600 0r-o 900 01°0 800 80°0 90°0 01°0 01°0 €D
00°0 - - - 00°0 - 000 000 000 000 - - 00°0 00°0 - 000 - - - - N
00°0 10°0 10°0 10°0 10°0 00 200 200 w00 €0°0 00 €0°0 €0°0 w00 €00 €00 w00 10°0 €0°0 €0°0 S
06°C LL'T 08°C 88°C ¥8°C 16°¢ 1s°¢ 8V °C 1€C LT Sv'C Sv'¢C 6% 'C ¢e¢C €6°C (44 8Y T 89°C 6¥°'C Ly T UN
910 €0 0C°0 91°0 81°0 0r "0 0v 0 €0 0r "0 €0 ¥ °0 ¥ °0 It 0 v 0 8¢°0 6€°0 v 0 0€°0 v 0 Iv°0 |
60 0 ¥0°0 S0°0 600 600 L0°0 80°0 600 800 L0°0 900 80°0 1o 900 Lo Lo 900 €0°0 1o 600 w2
- - - 00°0 - 00°0 00°0 00°0 00°0 - - - - 00°0 - 00°0 - - 00°0 - 0
10°0 00°0 00°0 10°0 10°0 00 €0°0 c0°0 20°0 20°0 00 20°0 c0°0 w0 20°0 00 20°0 00°0 w00 €0°0 1L
¥0°C S0°¢C S0°¢ 80°C ¥0°C 681 16°1 16°1 €6°1 lo'l 16°1 681 S8°1 S6°1 81 ¥8°1 06°1 S0°¢ L8°1 981 v
¢8°C I6°¢ 68°C 18°C 98 °C € L6°C L6°C S6°C 66T 00 "¢ 10°¢ 00°¢ 96 C 86°C 10°¢ 00°¢ 6T 66'C 10°¢ IS
Y166 95766 6966 8766 LC66 68°66 8566 6866 T666 6666 1666 €566 V666 0966 LI966 8366 966 €966 ¥8'66 00°00I [FOL
Iv°0 19°0 IL°0 9L°0 9L°0 88°0 IT°1 €Ll €'l 601 601 10°1 4! £9°0 LO°1 €6°0 980 IL°0 9Ll Ll 0®)
€0°0 - - 10°0 10°0 - ¥0°0 - - 00°0 - - - w00 - 10°0 - - - 10°0 OIN
w0 90°0 90°0 90°0 L0°0 LT°0 81°0 0C°0 61°0 €0 L1°0 9C°0 0C°0 €10 9C°0 80 61°0 L0°0 §c0 ¥C°0 0%
65°0F 9c'6E  19°6E  vrOr  ¥6°6E  S8°SE  19°CGE  LTSE GL'SE  €TSE 66°PE  I8PE Iy 'SE  0C9¢  L8°CE  L8'SE I€'SE  60°8€E vy SE  LE'SE OUIN
16°¢ 8L°¢ L9°¢ 16°¢ IL°¢ 18°9 €69 Ly'L €0°L 6L L €S L 65 L 6L°9 vCL SC’L el L 89 v €L 1T°L 0°d
00°0 - 10°0 €0°0 - 10°0 20°0 10°0 - - 00°0 - - w0 - 00 - - 00 - fon
8¥°0c 88°0Cc ¥8°0C 16°0C 8S'0C I¢'6l cCh'6l Sy'6l  S9°6l €661 €561 TTU6l €881 6876l 1681 9L'81  tv'6l [8°0C 90 °6l €061 oV
60 0 10°0 ¥0°0 800 L0°0 ¥Z'0 ev 0 9¢ 0 6¢°0 €0 9¢ 0 LT0 (4Nt €0 se0 8C°0 6¢°0 S0°0 €0 w0 LOLL
€8¢ 68°FE LOPE THEE  COVE  0S°9¢  OL°CE  S8CE  €9°CE  CI9E  CE9E 6C9E 9T 9E  €CCE O9LCE  6C9¢  CC9E  LITSE  66°SE 8V 9¢ 018
LXK 19xXE 69X pg-xK ggxA agxA weg-x€ 0-g-xk g-pxk 9pXh GpxK prpxh [pxA Xk agexh wegexd o-gexA aex6 wepexA o-[-xA A
uellng ‘oerxuny woij Jputes a3y} jo ejep VINdA 1 dI9elL
%/"m HHHIEESYFEEN D IR EZHE T ¥



553 1

WRERIAE . RE oW AT O S0 0 Y E R e

679

3.0
S
.
o 281 o)y
g Q-
:z= 27F \Q_‘
EY g
26 F y=-15387x+3.1309 "-\.‘O
R =009875 =
BEE} o
i %@0
2_4 1 1 1 1
0.1 02 03 04 0.5
w(Fe?")/%

K5 RS AT Mn-Fe 75 UG A
Fig. 5 Scatter diagram of Mn-Fe content of the garnet from

Yunxiao, Fujian

Fey, 153Ca o5 M8, 006 ) 3. 004 (Al gr6Fe0.06) 2 144512 561 010 5 B
LA TERY yx-1,yx-2 yx-3 yx-4 .yx-5 FE 5 AL A IR
AR SRR — 2 P 86. 25% , HLR 9 Bk A
A FEME R 9. 92% , F AT B AT AR A, 7
PIEN 2. 94% , A4 1 A B i 19 25 4k 2 SO
(Mn, 56Feq s Cag 055 Mo 003 ) 3026 C ALy goa Feq o) 1 ossSis o
0,0 #3612 70 TSR WIAR R AR 105 ol
it 95% , BB A1 o5 LA R 5% , R MIIFFE XA i A
R R S RAOR AR Z 8,
ol s HR R A BRI AT SRR A = AR
RS 0T A B0 98% LA b, FE RS - LA
ARG RSO S R TE5% UL E Y E 44 Rk R
A1 BREAR AT B RAE 75% ~ 95% WY RE 44 R B SRR A AR
A1 MR AR T A3 v 51 2H o3 3 TR AR yx-1
yx-2, yx-3 yx-4 . yx-5 Al GE X N E AR AT, yx-6,

yx-7 ] 3E MR (E 6) o

TES B R, v L yx-1 yx-2 .yx-5 F1 BT £1
e R B IS5 (B 7) , 456 TR EHBUE 2 i
B 3 R XA B s AN R e A X B AT
BR BRSO B OCER i AR 1) 3 48 i 5 B
Fhi R M RoT R BB AL (& 8) , R
JIHRFAE
3.6 LA-ICP-MS 4%

SRyt — 20 W B A R A B 5 Ak A R 6
F L IFHI =8 A A B R X7 ok A% -

And
0.00, 1.00

And
0.75 025

7
WAVAY.. 7.tV

0.0
0
Alm Spe

G

(N ) SNCREL R e At ST KE
Grew et al. , 2013)
Fig. 6 Triangular diagram of end-members of the gamet
from Yunxiao, Fujian ( modified after Grew et al. , 2013)
Alm—REERAT 5 And—558k 181 ; Spe—Hh a4

Alm—almandine ; And—andradite; Spe—spessartine

——

100 pm e+
—_— ‘

7 FEA yx-2 B9 EUR RS
Fig. 7 BSE images of sample yx-2
a— BT AL b— AR T AR AOANEY; Cn—AfT 405 Ab—fkA

a—zonation texture of garnet; b—albite inclusion in garnet; Grt—garnet; Ab—albite



680 = A 0w ¥ k& ¥ 435

2511 {170 v W P 52 58 8% 55 ( Karl and Heinz-Jurgen, 2021;

i ZW Yang and Guo, 2022) . HFL G741 460 nm

245) 2805 2447 WSS T g A (TR 4) , BRI Fe? ik T4 2

240l A O, SEAAEMAM AR yx-1 yx-3 .yx-5

e i AT R A SR B (R 1) L SR AT,

Sl 4 Fe? S LTG50 4 1 60 3 1 20 0 1

230p (A% | T Fe™ & BRI , 4 6P A8 7 1 98 [ 5 5 07
2251 rﬁjﬂﬁ$20

sl & ARSCT PR AE 530 nm BEE AT B E T i

m—men (I cie (P 4) , BT ABFSE R, q A h o h —

e eew EERA TR AR BRI, Tt

L mbs mb il a mAl ol Fe* PEATHURF A RS B, 46 25 A T Al B iy

& 8 iR AT Mn—(Fe+Mg) T4 A
Fig. 8 Line plot of Mn—(Fe+Mg) content of the

garnet from Yunxiao, Fujian

-1 VAT LA-ICP-MS f DX J A b BR Ak 27 B 430
W, BIEERIE 2, R 2 ] Wi = AT
O LB E R IC R (HFSE ) A 10 K (SREE
=1 136.07x107°~7 297.28x107°) , #i T oo LA E 48
HREE .75 #t LREE, Eu 2 71 5% FHRAE (K 9),
yx-1,yx-2 yx-3 yx-4 .yx-5 FF AR A0 Ti LR
(1079%x10°~2303%x10°°) ;yx-1,yx-2 yx-3 yx-4
AR V(2.2x10°~4. 1x10°°) , BA7 yx-3
KM A Cr JCE (49%x10°°) o Ak, yx-1,yx-2,
yx-3.yx-4 FES Y E A DB Zn JUE (56%x107° ~
104x107%) o 7 {4 i AT 8 42 )R T R & 1R
f(<0.01x10°%)

4 HHE

4.1 ABFABEINE

LER T AT A R A =BT L WO i
FROE S ERGE o R B T F . A F AR 410 nm
BRI SR W Wi e I Mn™ e AN 2 BE 2 A T d-d BT
BRIT (44, 2021; Yang and Guo, 2022) , I 2
P T kG i e P N e = R W )
B, BRI R, 2% AW A F 2
MRS (L 7) ,Mn TR N ERITER, FIL, Mn™
R BB AT

460 nm A& A7 SR IR IS S Fe® FIl M L[R]3
A, %0 1Y 58 EE % 3] FeO/MnO FI52 0, FeO/MnO

FEBLE R 0 WL (R PRI, 2008 Sun et al. , 2015;
sKFEWESE, 2021) . 7E Adobe Photoshop Hi 4 - 47
EREIN, M AELiiE s & —E 1R A, 2
EEHH BB, hT yx-1.yx-2 yx-3 yx-4 yx-5 H
BRICR L yx-6.yx-7 i, H 5 PFFE L BB AR, &
AN E RO (08, T yx-6 . yx-7 52 300 WA 25 o 1 2 1
A AR L, HL AR B SR B yx-6 AR P
Tit S RRD NI IR IS A T 7 T TR S A 4 £
PEEH Mo™ FERBE AR TiY 5 Fe™ B 75 52
5 R IR A AL

il mE S AW A FERE Me™ 250
Fe L IR E AR A 23T Ti' 5 Fe™
LA e %
4.2 AWBFARE

= E AR ARESKRER W B E-
Lt NI R D AR RLIR 254, KA A &2
I+ i DA = NIRRT AR
A R 0 5 2E SR B A A A SRR R
FHALCATEERISE, 2022) 1 5 48 TR A1 A %
TRtk 22 A (31 1A f B A 1) R A B SR [R) (S 3 ER 4
2011) , 5P AT A% 50 M7 A, 5
MO P (Skllefr PR %) JeA: AR E 5 B
HEF(REE, 2023), AR FAEEKRTKAO%
W45 Sy, T Mn Se .Y 1l HREE A9 & & 5
25 db o3 S B SR T T, PR AR A A v & 1)
ARETAH Mn Sc.Y F1 HREE f4 & 885, T ik
/N 4R HREE (9250 43 i 4 ( 2205 R 4%, 2023)
FE R AR AT 2 R VE TR 2 K P K Y Eu,
PR A Sy LA A T 1 1) R T 3 LA B 1Y
Eu US55 (AR5, 20205 257 B4, 2023), =
AR TA EE DR A - A e 0"



681

BT AR T A0 W) RHE

4%

B

W2

%3

A AL

- - - 0S'0I 0€°¢l 080 008 0CT'€c 0€'ST 098 089y 08'6C O0S'IS 0S'I€ O0I'SE 09°Ly 08'I¢ 0OCTOF 0S°'SE 06°I¢ 0€°SC ')

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L |

- - - - - - - - - oy ¢ o'y 09°¢ 08°C 01°¢ 01°¢ - 0¥ ¢ 0cc 0oL'C 0L'C 0S¢ A

- - - 008IS 009SS 00°0¥c 00°0SOT 0000 T 00'0L9 T 00'SLET 00°L60T 00°TLY T 00°6LC T 00'€0E T 00'9LY T 00°6€8 T 00°06S T 00°6L0 T 00°TI9 T 00985 T 00 TS 1 L

- - - - - - 00°¢66 00°L8C 00°'LIE 00°LL9 00°00L 00891 00°6SC 00°'T0c 0098I 00'88L 00°6SL 00°69S 00901 00°LOI 00°16C oS

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 00 "9¢ - - - - - - - bl

- - - - - - - - - 00°CIC 00°66 00°L9 00°€L 00CLI - 00 ¥CI 00Tkl 00 601 - - 00 9L BN

- - - - - - 00 "9¢ - - 00°L€ 00°19 00°I€ 00°I9 00°FvC 00°¢€C 006 008 O00°LS 00%F 0091 00°I¢€ 1
0l 91 06'8C ¥C'C €8°¢ OI'8T BI'T 0C99 08°0C 0SCI OI°S6 00°0Fr ¥9°IT 0€°8 00°¢yr OL'CC OS'IS 0969 06°CL ST'II  LO'IT 08791 n
00 ¥l 00°60C 08°%¥I 09°¥E 00°LPI OI'CI 00°CO0S 08°9CI 08°LOI 00669 0C'CLC 0S°C8 00°06C 08°S9C 00°SST 00°9LE 00°L6¥ 00°6€S 0O€ 'LL 09718 0S LTI qA
6v1 9°IC 16°C 1I0°6 0L'61 060 0819 O8I 08¢l Or'76 OI'PE +vETI O0I°9€ 0OLCE OL6T 099 06v9 00°IL 9S'6 0C0l 0TI9I w,
00°9L 00921 0T'0I 09°1¢€ 06°Lcl 09°0I 00t+0c OL'T6 06°08 00°L9S Ol €61 0S°€9 0S°00C 00081 00°LOT OCT'LEC 00 °9%E 00 °¥cy 00°9S 0C'6S OI 68 R
08°Cc 0t£9¢ 8C'C 0911 088 ve'C 0S°S6 018 0I'9C 00°I8F 0T09 0¢'Ic OI9S OI'IS 0L°0c 009L OLTOI OI'0FI OS'LI 0€'81 0T'0¢ O°H
00 °S6 9¢T 0T8T 08°6L 00°60C OL'¥I 00'8LE 0¢€'TET OL'LTT 00°CIL OL'6¥CT 0S'¥6 0S'1€C 00 ¥61 0€ '8CI 00°00€ 00°COF 00 ¥9S 0T'C8 08°08 0¢ Vel £a
0S°Cl  OF°SI  8E'¢ L°T1 €V 66°T 0£'eh OL8 0€'8 OI'6L OI°6T 0S¥l 0€'8C O0I°CC OI'LT 0£CE Or9F Ov+9 00Tl 08°Cl 068l qL
or'oF 08°1¢ 09°11 0c'6€ 0CT'8 OL'€l OL'LZT 0CT'I8 0S'SL 00°80C 0S8 0Ov'09 0£°'S6 0S'6L O0I'65 Ov'16 OLVvEl 0S°€81 06vS 08°¢S 0889 PO
- - 8¥°0 9¢ I 8¢°0 6€°0 6C°1 6v 0 16°0 860 LL"0 £ 0 980 8¥ 0 Ss°0 €€ 0 el 0Cc0 ST°0 90 LY 0 ny
08°0I 08°C 0r'8 0191 0€0I OS'ST 0S°Se OI'I€ 09°6C 0€09 Ov'Lc 0S°€Cc O0¢c'Iy 08°Lc 00°¢€cc 00°Lc OI'Cyr 0OS'OF 0S'9C 09°9C 09°I¢C ws
(4] - 91 09°¢ 860 0sc 0C'I1  09°9 0L9 0c¢l  0Ov'8 v0°'s 0§91 0L'CI 0CT'S 09°L 0S°'II 16°¢ oL ov 'L 08 't PN
- - - - - +0°0 LT0 - - 0L°0 ST°0 €10 S6°0 SS°0 1€°0 SI°0 9¢°0 900 €0 2 0 600 d

- - - - - - - - LY 0 0s°0 - - 88T SI°T 9C°0 SI°0 £€9°0 - 80°0 - 81°0 20
goLXk goxk LXK ggxk grgxd 19Xk grgxk 7ogxk [tk gpxh gopxk [ pxd grexd grexk [rexd gk goexk 18 g gopexd [opexd e

uelfng ‘oerxuny wWoJj JOUIes Y} JO SHUIJUOD JUIWI[ dEL], ¢ dqel
, 0L/ m ESEVEMMHYHD IHDEZHE X%



682 = A 0w ¥ k& ¥ 435
| R ARV U e
RS Y2, S AT 1T I 3 BB

0.1 - B

0

e 1 1 1 L L '} 1 1 1 1 L L '} 1
La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy Ho Er Tm Yb Lu

B9 teiEs T AT AR yx-2 yx-4 F yx-5 W L0H
fig 435 2 [ (AR HEAL B PE S Sun and McDonough, 1989)

Fig. 9 Chondrite-normalized REE patterns of garnet samples

yx-2, yx-4 and yx-5 from Yunxiao, Fujian ( normalization

values after Sun and McDonough, 1989)
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