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Geochemical characteristics and indicative significance of hydrothermal vein
in the Xiangyangping uranium ore deposit, middle segment of Miao’er
Mountain, northern Guangxi

CHEN Qi, GAO Xiang, TAN Shuang and HUANG Jian
( Changsha Uranium Geology Research Institute, CNNC, Changsha 410007, China)

Abstract: In this paper, the authors studied quartz veins and calcite veins in the Xiangyangping uranium ore
deposit located in the middle segment of Miao’er Mountain pluton. The research samples include quartz veins, cal-
cite veins and breecia ores. They have similar REE patterns showing LREE-enrichment and strong negative Eu
anomalies. This characteristic is the same as that of Douzhashan granite, suggesting that most of the uranium came
from surrounding rocks. Y REE and HREE from calcite veins and breecia ores grew with uranium-enrichment
process. Carbon oxygen isotope analysis from calcite shows that most of the ore-forming fluid came from the mantle.
The uranium-enrichment calcite shows lower 8" C value and high 80 value, which indicates that CO, degassing
seems to have been the main factor in uranium mineral precipitation processing. From mineralization period to post-
mineralization period, 8" C value of calcite grew and 3'*O value was reduced; besides, breecia ores had weak neg-
ative Ce anomalies. All of these data indicate that meteoric water took part in the process of post-mineralization.
The authors built the uranium mineralization model for the middle segment of Miao’er Mountain pluton, and empha-

sized that multiple phases of mineralization and meteoric water seems to have been the critical factor of forming large
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Fig. 1

Geological sketch map of the middle part of the Miao’er Mountain uranium orefield
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1—Cretaceous; 2—Cambrian; 3—Sinian; 4—Banxi Group; 5—Devonian; 6—Ordovician; 7—Triassic; 8—Permian; 9—Carboniferous;

10—Quaternary; 11—Caledonian granite; 12—TIndosinian granite; 13—Yanshanian granite; 14—fault; 15—uranium deposit; 16—geological

boundary; 17—middle part of Miao’er Mountain; 18—study area
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Fig.2 Sample characteristics of siliceous veins and calcite in the Xiangyangping uranium deposit
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a—mineralized calcite and siliceous veins associated with pitchblende, early metallogenesis; b—mineralized calcite cement and siliceous breccia;

c—mineralized calcite cement, a large amount of uranophane in the holes; d—barren siliceous vein, strong hematite mineralization; e—barren
calcite cement and siliceous breccia; f—barren calcite vein; Cal—calcite; Si—siliceous vein or siliceous breccia; Ptc—pitchblende;

Urp—uranophane; Py—pyrite
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Table 1 Analytical data of rare earth elements in various types of siliceous veins and calcite in the Xiangyangping
uranium deposit

7y i ES LRETE BN La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Th Dy Ho Er Tm
1 7K74-2GP-1 BV, WA 9.76  16.50 2.52  9.18 1.96 0.12 1.77 0.34 1.92 0.39 1.23 0.19
2 7ZK74-2GP-2 GV ORI AR, WA A 2.81 3.68  0.70 2.43 0.57 0.06 0.74 0.16 1.00 0.22 0.68 0.11
3 ZK7-164GP-1 WL R IR B B SRk 9.17 23.20 4.68 20.80 5.71 0.42 6.28 1.14 6.34 1.33 3.79 0.54
4 7K7-16-4GP-3 LLA O RE TS AR, WL IR A 16.00 29.90 4.11 16.00 4.23 0.31 4.44 0.86 5.22 1.13 3.59 0.59
5 ZK7-16-4GP-2 Y RARERE TS 9.68 18.70 1.73 6.73 1.71 0.12 1.81 0.37 2.26 0.48 1.50 0.24
6 SPHME TR A A T K 9.48 18.40 2.75 11.03 2.8 0.21 3.01 0.57 3.35 0.71 2.16 0.33
7 ZK7-4-6GP-1 TEN A& (R A R 1.38 2.43 0.27 1.03 0.32 0.04 0.39 0.09 0.57 0.12 0.33 0.05
8 7K7-8-7GP-1 PRIy IEREI v 6.89 14.20 1.80 6.71 1.67 0.12 1.8 0.38 2.34 0.51 1.54 0.24
9 ZK74-3YP1 pRIRARER Ty k0 8.70 19.32 2.29 8.69 2.16 0.15 2.51 0.42 2.70 0.54 1.63 0.27
10 ZK7-0-4YP1 o ARG EpicR 6.30 12.73 1.51 5.33 1.18 0.09 1.39 0.22 1.40 0.27 0.80 0.12
11 7K7-12-1YP6 PR RARER EY I3 10.95 24.10 2.82 10.15 2.26 0.15 2.48 0.41 2.61 0.51 1.47 0.24
12 ZK7-12-3YP1 PR RARER E Y3 10.48 28.09 2.55 9.26 2.00 0.14 2.17 0.32 1.8 0.37 1.07 0.17
13 ZK74-2YP1 TR 0 (A R Tk 8.89 18.93 2.29 8.54 1.8 0.13 1.97 0.32 1.97 0.39 1.18 0.19
14 P PR RGNy 7.66 17.11 1.93 7.10 1.64 0.12 1.8 0.31 1.93 0.39 1.14 0.18
15 7K7-8-3FP-1 BT RA RS, Wity 5.82  6.80 1.18 4.56 1.05 0.08 1.15 0.21 1.27 0.27 0.8 0.13
16 ZKD56-8FP-1 55 T K AR R T A 2.60 3.60 0.37 1.30 0.21 0.03 0.41 0.07 0.44 0.09 0.27 0.03
17 ZK7-16-4FP-1 J7 A SR, WK Al 3.11 8.04 1.10 4.60 1.26 0.09 1.24 0.25 1.50 0.33 1.09 0.20
18 ZKD52-5FP-1 SRR T BRI (1 75 A I S5 6.60 9.21 1.05 3.67 0.71 0.05 0.70 0.12 0.65 0.14 0.41 0.06
19 ZK7-16-4FP-2 [SEAREY ¥ E) SR 11.40 15.80 1.82 6.49 1.33 0.11 1.35 0.26 1.50 0.34 1.09 0.19
20 ZK74-2FP-1 WL T AT RS, WaRZEAIET 4.69  6.34  0.61 1.99 0.34 0.03 0.33 0.06 0.35 0.08 0.24 0.04
21 FME G R 6.45 9.8 1.15 4.19 0.91 0.07 0.91 0.17 1.00 0.22 0.71 0.12
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Continued Table 1

P L ES FE S ik La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Th Dy Ho Er Tm
22 ZK7-0-6FP-1 TEN™ FVETT fRAT K S 254 3.3 7.98 1.11 4.79 1.80 0.16 2.49 0.51 2.56 0.46 1.29 0.21
23 7K7-8-7FP-1 Tel™ 05 1A e 44 4.93 9.31 1.22 498 1.59 0.18 2.16 0.60 4.23 1.00 3.22 0.53
24 ZK74-6FP-1 T A ETT A IR ) 3.6 3.77 0.34 1.11 0.18 0.01 0.21 0.04 0.25 0.06 0.18 0.03
25 7ZK74-5FP-1 TEl a5 A ik 3.14  6.09 0.72 2.73 0.90 0.06 1.00 0.19 1.04 0.21 0.64 0.10
26 ZK7-16-4FP-3 ol R L a7 il A ik 9.30 16.00 1.82 6.35 1.53 0.18 1.80 0.42 2.73 0.62 2.06 0.35
27 ZK7-16-7FP-1 TCH 7 ffA vk 7.78 11.60 1.22 4.32 0.97 0.07 0.94 0.14 0.66 0.14 0.41 0.05
28 ZK7-164FP-5 oW IR 4 -4 €0 75 iR A ik 4.78 8.23 0.98 3.78 1.06 0.16 1.49 0.38 2.60 0.58 1.8 0.31
29 ZK74-2FP-5 TCH VAT 10 A ik 8.34 13.00 1.38 4.64 0.86 0.06 0.82 0.16 0.8 0.18 0.55 0.10
30 7K7-4-2FP-3 T ER AL 7 fif A ik 9.09 13.70 1.37 4.68 0.90 0.07 1.02 0.21 1.24 0.27 0.8 0.16
31 7K7-4-2FP4 TEH At 5 fif A R S5 5.04 6.21 0.56 1.83 0.26 0.02 0.27 0.04 0.23 0.05 0.17 0.03
32 7K7-8-3FP-2 ol A B T7 A K 4.50 5.46 0.52 1.89 0.36 0.03 0.38 0.07 0.44 0.11 0.36 0.06
33 VM T 5 A 5.77 9.21 1.02 3.74 0.95 0.09 1.14 0.25 1.53 0.33 1.06 0.18
34 I SEUERC B RE R 27.45 59.94 7.11 25.49 5.96 0.35 572 1.27 569 1.13 3.36 0.64
35 VHIMH T EARCR BRI 31.87 70.91 8.28 30.80 5.97 0.52 5.45 .73 3.68  0.64 1.81 0.25
36 A FRREN A (AE) 20.11 42.08 5.79 19.34 4.75 0.42 4.13 87 4.51  0.91 3.48 0.59
J75 B4 FE R AfiA Yb Ia Y SREE LREE HREE LHIEEEEE/ SEu  8Ce \( ]]) ;'/N ;;“)'/“ ;g%
1 ZK7-4-2GP-1 TR ORI AR, WIRAEANET 1,28 0.19  12.10 47.35 40.04 7.31 5.48 0.19 0.78 5.14 3.13 1.12
2 7ZK7-4-2GP-2 G ORET MR, WIRAERE  0.72  0.11  7.23  13.99 10.25 3.74 2.74 0.26 0.62 2.63 3.10 0.83
3 ZK7-164GP-1 TR T R K B R Tk 3.16 0.45 55.40 87.01 63.98 23.03 2.78 0.21 0.8 1.96 1.01 1.60
4 7ZK7-16-4GP-3 LEA ERE TSR, WL IR A 3.89  0.57 41.50 90.84 70.55 20.29 3.48 0.22 0.87 2.77 2.38 0.92
5 ZK7-164GP-2 FoR IFARERE YY1 1.54  0.23 16.30 47.10 38.67 8.43 4.59 0.21 1.02 4.24 3.56 0.95
6 FHME LRV R G 2,12 0.31 26.51 57.26 44.70 12.56 3.81 0.22 0.8 3.35 2.64 1.08
7 ZK7-4-6GP-1 Tol A (T oA B 0.36 0.06 3.57 7.43 547 1.97 2.78 0.30 0.90 2.58 2.71 0.87
8 ZK7-8-7GP-1 TCH R IR e Jo A R 1.65 0.23 15.20 40.08 31.39 8.69 3.61 0.21 0.95 2.82 2.60 0.88
9 ZK7-4-3YP1 P RIRARER Ty ko 1.69  0.25 16.72 51.30 41.30 10.00 4.13 0.20 1.04 3.69 2.53 1.20
10 ZK7-04YP1 SR A A R 0.84 0.14 833 32.32 27.13 5.18 5.23 0.20 0.98 5.35 3.36 1.33
11 ZK7-12-1YP6 P RIFARERE T 1.67 0.24 15.12 60.06 50.44 9.62 5.24 0.19 1.04 4.72 3.04 1.20
12 7ZK7-123YP1 DA E YT 1.20 0.18 10.74 69.87 62.51 7.36 8.49 0.20 1.75 6.28 3.30 1.46
13 ZK7-4-2YPI PR IREAR R ET i1 1.13  0.17 11.74 47.99 40.68 7.31 5.56 0.21 1.00 5.63 2.96 1.40
14 S P R GV RN Eritil e 1.22  0.18 11.63 44.15 36.99 7.16 5.01 0.22 1.09 4.44 2.94 1.20
15 7K7-8-3FP-1 FE s A RS, Wdae™  0.89  0.14  10.20 24.40 19.49 4.91 3.97 0.21 0.59 4.41 3.49 1.04
16 7ZKD56-8FP-1 55 A kA 1R A Rk 0.29 0.03 6.00 9.75 8.11 1.64 4.93 0.29 0.78 6.04 7.79 1.14
17 7ZK7-16-4FP-1 D5 A S0, WK AR Al 1.70  0.31 13.30 24.82 18.20 6.62 2.75 0.22 1.04 1.23 1.55 0.59
18 ZKD52-5FP-1 FORRE T BRLE 1 75 A S5 0.46 0.07 6.13 23.90 21.29 2.61 8.15 0.22 0.76 9.67 5.85 1.23
19 ZK7-164FP-2 PRI AT 8,7 A ik, WL AR Bl 1.32 0.21 11.90 43.21 36.95 6.26 5.90 0.25 0.76 5.82 5.39 0.83
20 7ZK74-2FP-1 PILLO T IR AR, W BRI 0.26 0.04  2.68  15.40 14.00 1.40 10.00 0.23 0.78 12.16 8.68 1.02
21 FHIME TR 0.94 0.16 8.50 26.83 22.61 4.22 6.70 0.23 0.8 7.22 537 0.92
22 ZK7-0-6FP-1 TCH A TT AT K S 4 1.54  0.23 15.80 28.47 19.18 9.29 2.06 0.23 0.99 1.46 1.17 1.30
23 7K7-8-7FP-1 Tl AT R AT 3.74 0.54 34.80 38.23 22.21 16.02 1.39 0.30 0.8 0.89 1.95 0.47
24 ZK74-6FP-1 W A TT AT IR 454 0.24 0.04 2.49 9.73 8.67 1.06 8.21 0.22 0.70 9.16 11.39 0.71
25 ZK74-5FP-1 TCH A5 il A Ik 0.70 0.11 7.51 17.63 13.64 3.99 3.42 0.19 0.94 3.02 2.19 1.15
26 7K7-16-4FP-3 TCH™ AL 5 fif A ik 2.46  0.36 21.50 45.98 35.18 10.80 3.26 0.33 0.88 2.55 3.8 0.59
27 ZK7-16-7FP-1 TCH BT A ik 0.35 0.06 7.16 28.71 25.96 2.75 9.45 0.22 0.8 14.99 5.05 2.17
28 7K7-16-4FP-5 T K - ¥R 248 7 i A ik 2.12  0.31 21.90 28.64 18.99 9.65 1.97 0.39 0.87 1.52 2.8 0.57
29 ZK74-2FP-5 Tl L T A ik 0.72 0.12 5.65 31.75 28.28 3.47 8.15 0.20 0.8 7.81 6.10 0.92
30 7K7-4-2FP-3 T IR AT 7 fif A ik 1.20  0.21 9.27 35.00 29.81 5.19 574 0.22 0.8 511 6.35 0.69
31 ZK74-2FP4 TEH A 5 il A R 45 0.21 0.03 2.07 14.95 13.92 1.03 13.49 0.22 0.74 16.18 12.19 1.04
32 7K7-8-3FP-2 TCH™ I 7 fd A Tk 0.41 0.07 4.45 14.65 12.76 1.90 6.73 0.21 0.72 7.40 7.8 0.75
33 FHME T 5 AT 1.24  0.19 12.05 26.70 20.78 5.92 5.81 0.25 0.84 6.37 5.54 0.94
34 FHIME GEIARC R RHERE) 3.85 0.58 33.83 148.52 126.29 22.23 5.68 0.18 1.03 5.11 2.8 4.75
35 SR BRI CERRAL D 1.60 0.22 18.81 162.75 148.35 14.40 10.30 0.27 1.05 14.30 3.36 5.53
36 M FRRET (A28 3.25  0.50 34.00 111.73 93.49 18.24 5.13 0.28 0.92 4.66 2.80 1.03

FEx R R O A A B, R TR B (2016) O BRORE AT ARAEAL KL H Boynton (1984
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M LR AN AN, (Gd/Yb) {4 0. 83
~1.12,°F#1.08.

TCH WA bk FeE S A R Y REE 4 7.43 x 10°°
~69.87 x 10 °, V11 44.15 x 10 °, 17 Eu 5% 9 &,
8Eu fH 4 0.19 ~0.30, 744 0.22, 3Ce fE-F-44 1. 09,
LREE/HREE 15 4 2.78 ~8.49,F14 5. 01, &% EHi 1
JCHRZ A — &R 53 7, (La/Yb)  {H A 2.58 ~
6.28, V¥ 4. 44, W 16 FE o AKX A B,
(La/Sm) (fH A 2.53 ~3.36, V-1 2. 93, HHi + 0 %
Oy AR AR, (Gd/Yb) 14 0.87 ~ 1. 46, 1
1.19,

W RAT Y REE 2 9.75 x 10 °° ~43. 21 x
107%,°F3423.58 x 10°°, £t Eu 5% W] W, 8Eu 1 H
0.21 ~0.29, V-1 0. 24, LREE/HREE 1} 2. 75 ~
10.00, 734 5. 95, % HE M oo F# 2 [0 7 AR H I 2.,
(La/Yb) ({4 1.23 ~12. 16, T ¥ 6. 56; % Hi 1 G
O RBART B, (La/Sm) {4 1.55 ~8. 68,
5. 46; B LG E S ARG, (Gd/Yb)  {H A
0.59 ~1.14,*F#50.97.

T I AT S REE 24 9. 73 x 10°° ~45. 98 x
107%,°F3426.70 x 107°, 1 Eu 5% W] &, 8Eu {4
0.19 ~0.39, V-1 0. 25, LREE/HREE {54 1. 39 ~
13.49, V¥ 5. 81, B A% 107 Z [ 55 AR B 42,
(La/Yb) 10 0.89 ~16. 18, V-1 6. 37; % Hi 1 I
BN B2, (La/Sm) fH A 1.17 ~12. 19,
VY554 R IR Y9, (G/Yb) ( H A
0.47 ~1.30, 134 0.94.,
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Fig. 3  Chondrite-normalized REE patterns of siliceous veins and calcite in the Xiangyangping uranium deposit
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Table 2 Carbon isotope analysis data of calcite in the Xiangyangping uranium deposit
s ARG P ik WK 8" Cpp 3'* Oswow 8" Oy
1 ZK7-8-3FP-1 FOBRE b A T AT, R L AT -9.2 16.7 8.15
2 ZKD56-8FP-1 5505 A0 Tk 3L AR 08 77 fid A Tk AT -9.0 17.6 9.05
3 ZK7-164FP-1  HEFUMBRE T IR IREE W, W BRI I -10.0 16.6 8.05
4 ZKD52-5FP-1 Tk AR T Bk 1 T R IR S5 e 3 Bl -9.5 18.1 9.55
5 ZK7-16-4FP-2 FAURA 200 7 Al Tk, LR AR Bt e S0 s -8.7 14.8 6.25
6 ZK74-2FP-1 FABRE T L0t 7 il A I A5, LR A Bt 5 300 s -7.9 16.2 7.65
7 ZK7-0-6FP-1 ToH fa ks b A O T iR A Tk B R 45 S W B B -9.3 16.3 7.75
8 ZK7-8-7FP-1 A ks b AT iR Aa RS S W B B -8.7 13.2 4.65
9 ZK7-4-6FP-1 RN Tl SR ()t S W B B -8.5 14.7 6.15
10 ZK7-16-4FP4 TR ZRAE 14 25 rh PR 1R v TR 41 (0 i A Tk ) 3 -8.5 13.2 4.65
11 ZK7-16-4FP-3 TR v TR 200 i A ik NS -7.8 12.2 3.65
12 ZK7-16-TFP-1 LA Th B 7 A Tk NS -8.8 14.9 6.35
13 ZK7-16-4FP-5 A RHE R T IR AL T R A K UNEEY! -8.2 15.2 6.65
14 ZK7-4-2FP-5 G e A ARy (¥ EY i 5 -7.9 16.7 8.15
15 ZK74-2FP-3 TR R 2060 7 fif A ik ™ J5 -7.7 15.3 6.75
16 ZK7-4-2FP-4 WA T B TT R A S5 T 5 -7.6 16.5 7.95
17 ZK7-8-3FP-2 TS T 8 7 fif A Tk ™ J5 -7.6 16.5 7.95

H: 8" Ogyow =1.030 86 3" Oy, +30. 86 Friedman and O'Neil, 1977, 8" 0y = 8" 040y~ C =3.39 +2.78 x 10°/4%) (0’ Neil et al.

» 1969),
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Fig. 4 Histogram of carbon isotope composition of calcite in
the Xiangyangping uranium deposit
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