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A study of mineral chemistry and coloring mechanism of Guangdong green jade

HAN Bing"?, YANG Gui-qun!, WANG Lei' and WANG Shi-qi®
(1. Nanjing Institute of Product Quality Inspection, National Center of Supervision and Inspection on Quality of Gold and Silver
Product (Nanjing), Nanjing 210028, China; 2. School of Earth and Space Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Guangdong green jade, also known as Guangdong green or Xinnan jade, is produced in Guangning
County of western Guangdong Province. It belongs to altered sericite jade and has abundant colors, such as
green, white, yellow and black, with green being the main color. Guangdong green jade is an important kind of
special jade material in southern China. However, studies of Guangdong green jade are relatively insufficient,
and there are divergences on some problems, which severely restrict the scientific understanding of jade and jade
development and utilization. With Guangdong green jade as the study object and by means of field investigations
and modern testing methods such as petrographical observation, mineral chemical analysis and XRD, the authors
made a systematic and detailed study concerning its mineral composition, chemical composition, petrological fea-
tures, with the purpose of explaining coloring mechanism of Guangdong green jade.
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Fig. 1 Photographs of the Guangdong green jade samples
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Table 1 Results of EPMA in Guangdong green jade samples

FE ) SiO, AlLOs K,O Na, O Ca0) FeO MgO MnO Cr, 03 TiO, &t

A-1-2 Haut) 47.91 36.14 4.97 0.73 0.06 0.04 1.47 0.01 1.50 0.32 93.13
A-1-3 H Bk 45.04 35.58 6.07 0.70 0.04 0.06 1.25 0.01 1.78 0.30 90.83
A-1-4 Hatt 48.24 36.11 5.96 0.78 0.01 0.02 1.33 0.03 1.79 0.40 94.67
A-2-1 Hatk 45.21 38.76 6.31 0.37 0.10 0.72 1.33 0.04 0.28 0.13 93.25
A-2-2 Huhk 48.87 41.03 6.27 0.54 0.03 0.73 1.18 0.07 0.40 0.10 99.22
A-3-1 BBk 49.51 36.006 6.58 0.32 0.05 0.61 2.36 0.06 0.18 0.14 95.85
A-3-2 25 7Bk 48.42 39.05 6.16 0.37 0.05 0.70 1.21 - 0.05 0.15 96. 16
A-4-1 Zintt 46.39 38.82 6.07 0.40 - 0.83 0.92 0.00 0.14 0.26 93.82
A-4-2 HutE 48.02 40.25 6.59 0.67 0.05 0.73 0.90 0.00 0.02 0.32 97.54
A-4-3 Hut) 47.17 39.62 7.70 0.57 0.02 0.64 0.63 0.01 0.07 0.27 96.68
B-1-2 Hatt 47.58 39.13 7.30 0.26 0.04 0.50 0.90 0.04 0.01 0.11 95.86
B-1-3 Haut) 47.81 37.93 7.04 0.21 0.05 0.83 1.84 - 0.03 0.20 95.94
B-2-1 H Bk 53.00 40.00 4.73 0.07 0.04 0.75 1.26 0.03 - 0.10 99.97
B-2-2 H bk 50.55 40.45 7.00 0.24 0.03 0.37 0.48 0.05 0.02 0.09 99.29
C-1-2 Hat) 48.54 42.16 7.72 0.79 0.04 0.37 0.55 0.00 - 0.10 100.29
C-1-3 Hat) 49.28 41.45 7.29 0.91 0.06 0.42 0.69 0.01 0.05 0.13 100.27
C-4-1 WuBE 4775 40.65  7.28 0.41 0.06 0.41 1.47 0.01 0.01 0.28  98.31

C4-2 Haut) 47.84 40.37 6.34 0.37 0.09 0.35 1.41 - 0.01 0.29 97.06
D-1-1 alefi 28.12 25.90 0.02 0.18 0.06 2.41 33.05 0.01 - 0.02 89.76
D-1-3 gle i 28.75 25.62 0.02 0.13 0.02 2.64 33.29 0.03 - 0.01 90.50
D-3-2 e 29.38 26.41 0.01 0.00 0.05 4.21 32.22 0.10 - 0.02 92.40
D-3-3 ale i 29.54 26.37 0.00 0.02 0.04 4.40 32.60 0.06 0.01 0.00 93.03
D-3-5 slefi 28.03 26.45 - 0.03 0.05 4.11 32.01 0.17 - 0.02 90. 86
I-1-1 H Bk 47.58 35.55 5.45 0.06 0.01 0.81 1.89 0.01 1.30 0.08 92.73
I-1-2 H bk 49.03 38.34 7.02 0.14 0.10 0.57 1.60 0.02 0.47 0.13 97.42
1-2-1 Hatt 42.65 35.81 5.82 0.18 0.01 0.85 1.62 - 0.20 0.16 87.29
1-2-2 Hautt 46.88 37.66 7.10 0.23 0.04 0.51 1.41 0.02 0.31 0.24 94.41
J-2 H Bk 48.65 40.10 7.73 0.78 0.04 0.80 1.29 0.07 0.23 0.36 100.03
J-3 Hautt 48.46 39.59 8.21 0.54 0.04 0.97 1.23 0.04 0.33 0.36 99.75
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Table 2 Quantitative analysis results by X-ray
diffraction in the Guangdong green jade Samples

I i oy WA R LRI
Al 90 10 - -
A4 93 7 - -
B1 100 - - -
B-2 100 - - -
C1 100 - - -
C2 100 - - -
D-1 - - 6 94
D4 - - 5 95

I-1 86 14 - -
12 87 13 - -

Fig. 3 XRD spectra of Guangdong green jade samples
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Table 3 Major element content in Guangdong green jade samples
FE S5 SiO, ALO; K,O MgO Fe,05 Na,O CaO TiO, BaO LOI Bt
A-1 44.84 35.82 9.35 1.34 0.07 0.86 0.09 1.04 0.01 4.78 98.20
E-3 57.41 29.99 7.03 1.00 0.60 0.53 0.03 0.16 - 3.10 99.85
E-7 67.66 23.02 4.70 0.71 0.42 0.41 0.03 0.48 - 2.27 99.70
B-1 45.69 37.38 9.70 1.06 0.61 0.27 0.01 0.13 0.04 4.99 99.88
B2 45.62 36.87 9.93 1.16 0.70 0.26 0.04 0.10 0.07 5.16 99.89
C-1 45.77 38.23 8.84 0.80 0.42 0.92 0.01 0.08 0.07 4.71 99.85
C-2 44.19 39.16 9.32 0.94 0.35 0.70 0.02 0.07 0.06 5.12 99.93
D-1 28.23 25.37 0.28 30.96 2.46 - 0.03 0.08 - 12.50 99.91
T4 INEEHROMETEZLNEE ;J.g/g
Table 4  Abundance of trace elements in the Guangdong green jade samples
TLE Al B-1 B2 C1 C2 D-1 PUEATNIEN
Li 35.05 3.54 3.30 1.02 1.67 65.40 2
Be 2.90 5.02 5.10 6.48 7.50 2.64 2.8
P 9.21 46.17 21.31 186. 10 19.03 90.94 -
Sc 32.39 14.00 18.63 17.67 4.97 10.08 22
Ti 7613.64 921.82 612.73 588.45 526.73 749.27 5700
\% 323.20 29.54 27.22 49.74 15.02 26.43 135
Cr 1.4920.00 9.80 5.37 4.07 28.32 2.06 100
Mn 14.19 105.40 60.28 3.23 10.92 373.90 950
Co 0.16 0.23 0.17 0.10 0.08 4.01 25
Ni 8.68 0.23 1.00 0.67 0.49 2.82 75
Cu 13.39 0.23 13.50 12.85 10.32 12.61 55
Zn 27.04 9.36 8.68 2.41 3.76 26.21 70
Ga 0.26 44.89 52.42 31.38 13.31 18.64 15
Rb 112.60 323.70 303.20 274.40 266.60 11.89 90
Sr 26.38 34.98 20.59 101.00 126.40 3.42 375
Y 1.77 132.34 8.32 106.04 2.94 16.44 33
Zr 59.09 165.00 135.40 200.70 137.50 83.36 165
Nb 2.26 54.89 20.22 12.61 10.09 11.62 20
Cd 0.03 0.09 0.06 0.08 0.07 0.04 0.2
Sn 3.75 199.40 279.50 94.28 17.33 2.55 2
Cs 0.26 5.95 7.34 3.67 4.00 1.24 3.7
Ba 638.50 2239.00 1 960.00 3031.00 3180.00 98.71 425
HI 1.82 8.53 7.16 9.80 5.97 3.28 3
Ta 0.02 15.86 3.57 1.64 1.53 1.52 2
Tl 0.27 0.95 0.96 0.96 0.81 0.02 -
Pb 3.64 23.97 1.84 3.13 3.78 1.30 12.5
Th 0.22 58.31 42.02 38.23 32.70 18.85 9.6
U 0.05 7.09 4.19 4.81 4.54 2.13 2.7
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Table 5 Abundance of REE in the Guangdong green jade samples
JLHE A-l B-1 B2 C-1 C-2 D-1
La 0.49 30.33 1.01 135.85 0.28 3.83
Ce 0.90 58.40 2.01 277.13 0.51 9.00
Pr 0.11 .72 0.22 30.70 0.06 1.22
Nd 0.44 22.03 0.94 119.79 0.31 5.29
Sm 0.11 6.43 0.38 23.41 0.14 1.49
Eu 0.13 1.39 0.33 2.09 0.52 0.16
Gd 0.13 13.10 0.71 22.06 0.26 1.77
Th 0.03 2.89 0.15 3.13 0.05 0.33
Dy 0.21 19.06 1.14 17.66 0.41 2.26
Ho 0.06 4.14 0.28 3.70 0.11 0.53
Er 0.21 12.41 0.98 10.85 0.44 1.75
Tm 0.04 2.13 0.21 1.81 0.10 0.30
Yb 0.31 14.40 1.71 12.44 1.03 2.32
Lu 0.05 2.15 0.30 1.87 0.22 0.37
SREE 3.22 194.58 10.37 662.49 4.44 30.62
LREE 2.18 124.30 4.89 588.97 1.82 20.99
HREE 1.04 70.28 5.48 73.52 2.62 9.63
L/H 2.10 1.77 0.89 8.01 0.69 2.18
3Ce 0.91 1.04 1.00 1.00 0.92 0.97
SEu 3.36 0.47 1.96 0.28 8.42 0.30
(La/Yb)ey 1.04 1.39 0.39 7.21 0.18 1.09
(La/Sm)ey 2.72 2.88 1.62 3.54 1.22 1.57
(Gd/Yb)ey 0.34 0.73 0.33 1.42 0.20 0.61
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Table 6 Major element content in the green serie of Guangdong green jade samples
Fes Si0, ALO; Fe,O5 FeO CaO MgO K,O Na,O MnO TiO, P,0s ek HE
E-3 57.41 29.99 0.231 0.37 0.027 1.00 7.03 0.526 - 0.163 0.014 3.10
E-4 43.73 39.49 0.476 0.11 0.026 0.516 9.60 0.80 - 0.107 0.009 4.95
E-5 44.70 38.88 0.406 0.13 0.010 0.516 9.27 0.812 - 0.279 0.007 4.77
E-6 44.48 38.36 0.63 0.23 0.008 0.844 9.54 0.678 - 0.066 0.006 5.02
E-7 67.66 23.02 0.134 0.29 0.028 0.713 4.70 0.411 0.002 0.478 0.010 2.27
E-9 44.61 37.55 0.414 0.12 0.024 0.99 9.14 0.777 - 0.859 0.058 4.90
E-11 46.12 36.74 0.375 0.16 0.024 1.16 9.23 0.586 - 0.473 0.009 4.80
E-12 45.66 36.83 0.48 0.32 0.016 1.04 9.51 0.19 0.003 0.726 0.025 4.91
E-15 44.07 37.76 0.603 0.13 0.014 0.854 9.55 0.614 - 0.655 0.020 5.32
E-17 60.07 27.22 0.094 0.53 0.030 0.814 6.05 0.615 0.003 0.58 0.009 3.34
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Fig. 6 The major elememts Ce. g.Si0,) content vs.

color in the Guangdong green jade samples

Bl 7 ) E AR A K T B ) (Fe, O5 55D
HREBIORAK
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color in the Guangdong green jade samples
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Table 7 Aboundance of trace element in the green series of Guangdong green jade samples
JCEF E-3 E-4 E-5 E-6 E-7 E-9 E-11 E-12 E-15 E-17
\ 58 20 29 15 58 172 104 77 134 78
Cr 35 62 125 73 854 731 777 640 1010 3490
Ba 486 938 759 548 457 940 625 296 1140 603
Rb 142 175 179 189 91 198 190 233 219 96
Zr 78 56 288 38 29 90 63 41 26 19
Sn 9 2.3 152 201 24 349 42 128 124 23
Sr 28 84 52 47 25 39 49 0 44 56
Nb 6.5 3.9 23 7.7 2 14 13 42 0.77 2.8
w 3 5.1 0 1.8 1.4 38 3.5 37 36 19
Pb 1.4 3.2 5 9.3 0 13 0 5.7 6.7 3.9
Bi 2.2 6.5 20 20 0 0 0 18 1.4
Ni 4.1 2.4 0 0 0 2.5 1.9 2.5 2.2 11
Zn 0.2 1.2 0 3.2 3.6 0 2.7 1.4 2.2 19
Ga 2 1.3 18 15 16 51 28 32 32 18
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Fig. 8 Abundance of the trace elements in different color Guangdong green jade samples
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Fig.9 Ultraviolet spectrum of Guangdong green jade samples
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Fig. 10 UV-visible reflectance spectra of samples of Guangning green jade samples
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Table 8 Results of REE in the Guangdong green jade series samples
TCH E-3 E-4 E-5 E-6 E-7 E-9 E-11 E-12 E-15 E-17
La 72 71 45 119 0 303 136 0 52 59
Ce 47 0.4 21 6 56 463 133 0 55 0
Pr 0 0 17 0 0 73 9 9.9 0 16
Nd 33 0 0.9 0 40 223 46 0 15 0
Gd 0 0 0 0 2 29 0 16 2.9 0
Dy 0 10 17 0 2.5 51 29 36 2.7 0
Er 0 0 6.4 0 0 31 3.5 24 1.4 0
Yb 0 0 6 4 9.7 27 18 34 14 4
Y 4 20 0 2.4 70 381 109 450 219 17
Sc 0 0 12 0 22 40 26 27 56 44
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Fig.11  Aboundance of REE vs. color in the Guangdong

green jade samples
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