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Abstract: Deep-sea rare earth element and yttrium (REY) resources are crucial to the development of modern in-
dustry. However, the overexploitation of terrestrial REY resources has led to a series of environmental and sustain-
ability issues. The discovery of deep-sea REY resources offers new opportunities for global REY supply, but key
scientific questions such as the sources of REY, the minerals hosting these elements, and the mechanisms of ore
formation still require in-depth investigation. On the technical front, challenges include the high difficulty and cost
of deep-sea mining, immature purification and smelting technologies, and insufficient environmental impact assess-
ments. This paper systematically summarizes the “source-transformation” processes, the state of existence, the
ore-forming mechanisms, and the current technical challenges and environmental issues faced by deep-sea rare
earth resources. Moreover, this article emphasizes the needs to strengthen fundamental research, technological in-
novation, and international cooperation to promote the efficient and environmentally friendly development of deep-

sea REY resources. Additionally, it calls for the establishment of comprehensive environmental impact assessment
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systems, the optimization of market forecasting models, and the rational utilization of these resources within the

framework of international law to ensure national resource security and promote global sustainable development.

Key words: deep-sea REY; mineralization mechanism; sustainable development; resource security; green devel-

opment and ecological civilization
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Fig. 1

Distribution of deep-sea rare earth ore belts (Shi Xuefa et al. , 2021; base map source; NASA’s global imagery

browse services)
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it NI IRAT SN . X — 3 R AR W K
A BRHFIURR Y h B 0T R (1) 2 A (Deng
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DRIEERR L BCURAY 231 5 i s 52 B PR 3 Y
SEEROI TR TR DX (A0 7R R DR M B R
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KA (Kato et al. , 20115 Zhou et al. , 2020; Zhang
et al. , 2023a; Li et al. , 2023b) . IR AFE H 76 R 16
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Fig. 2 Relationships between REY and various major/trace element contents for deep-sea REY-rich sediments
R AR S T ARSI R IR T Zhang et al. , 2024, HHENEEVEEARRIET Yu et al. , 2021

Southeast Pacific and Western Pacific data from Zhang et al. , 2024, Central Indian Ocean data from Yu et al. , 2021
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XM oo R WM, AT LU A TR S
BRI OB DX 8l SR A W IR ) B RRT T K S R A
i85, SEMACA BT AR FHRCR AT 2

1.2 FBNBROHELIRET Y ESREVE

T LU T B 8RR 1 2 AR R R
RO AT TR I N . WA
PRICIX SL AR ) B + WA RSN A By T IF &
PRI BRI | B2 s T A 1 BRI FH AR

UTAER IR W W TR REY & &R HLHI Y
MR FEE P EAEYEE KA (B A Auer et
, 2017; Yu et al., 2021; Yasukawa et al.
2022) . AWEE AT R TR & R, WS T
T S T K0 69. 3% & 89. 4% ( Liao et al. ,
2022) , i oo B AL E A A Y K
Aty JUHIE B TR W A B AR
BEAh, LSS B AN s O XA A TR TR T )
BRER ALY IR M 0 R Y B A, X e
Wy 3k 2 T 2% BT PR U R TR L H R
Bl (Ce) , 85 (20 AW h 9 Lo R DR Y
WG EICER N 8. 2% & 22. 0%, M A1 Ce (1Y Lk B M
B Ce S 70. 0% % 80. 5% ( Liao et al. |
2022) . Ce TEERHR( 20) ALY b 00 5 00w S0 I
AL JE R, Ce (T 7 5 8RR E AL P AH AR H
A Al Ay Ce (V) 7EIX 284 W) K T E L CeO,
(s) MR Ce TTRM B IR (2) ALy
(German et al. , 1991)

(EA TR R 2, B 0 W) 7E DR DU v i)
TICR BRI RS A B 0, Rl A T
WA SR LY 2 0 A, 5 # IR 1Y A
WY (Li et al. , 2023b) . X EEF 5458 i H
AR FA) FL B 235 4 R 2 TR MR | BB A 250 TR R A
e BHES 5, T 7R DRI PR v e A LT R A 4R
BEAN, B A Wy RO ORI A8 10 5% 1 DU BRER A9 3
A A AR K - O AR DL R IS 8 Y
Hby 5T A S 3ok S 3 AR R I R - TG &R 1 43 A A
KA IR 2 (Etame et al. , 2012; Cai et al. , 2023)
PR, 8 T 1 2 B0 5 0 28 A T LAAE S 4 Dl
DURRER B AR A0 1Y B 955, SRR 100 R 704 B
AEEMIE R E L, R, RE R - PR oo
FA W A T, HEAS B i i b 55 08 O T i K
A AR S, BT HAER Lot R e
() ELARAE FIALRBEAFAE A K I L

al.

RIS R ) REY 5 P & & & I
FAI (& 2e) BB AT A3 v B A= 0l IR A B E
BRHER T  EE AR, SR, OC T A
BEARXT REY & 2 09 52 i DL K A= )l K A 78 OB
Wb R & LB N 2 A AT AR 2 2 2 REY Y
WA,

RFRZER S B REY 895 He A7 76 3%
Z5 (K 3), UL Fe-P(BREEASWE) A1 Ca-P (545 A
) ), 3k PP A S EVE RF- T REY B4R i e
P EEE MO (Fan et al. , 2023) ,HENTH &
FLRIXT REY )W BE J1 i A D, Fe-P R] At o
b AR P AR E 2 2 9B LR I REY 1 A5 T
Ca-P H R LE MWl A 0 A A=l KA AT R H T AR TIT
Y L B REY & 55 (078 L% REY 9 & 5 7

S2IH ( Ruttenberg, 1992) . #%100, B T X I8 855 5%
PERYZE 5 O A R R R TR AEAE T RE 2
SN BEAR RO LR REY 15 SEALH] (20451 1 20
VIR AR B E 225 ) o PR 3l mT RE (2 i
Fe-Mn ORI BEAL , THTE REY 1) 5 B (Feely
et al. , 1990; Geoffrey et al. , 1996; Follmi, 1996;
Anderson et al. , 2000) , AN, 52 HGRE R A DTER
Hhroa] BB A Al SR Y A0 5 BEAH 405 K LR JE A G
1) H AEBERRER ), iX 2L ) il BEAE REY 198 465
Fh & ¥ AAE FH (Poulton and Canfield, 2006)

HAG, X T AR KBS EWm Lo R
(REY) IHLTI 8 A 58 4 1 b B, JE 2R 1 T &R AE
Wb AL 20 (NS B[R G g i ) e HC A o PR R
T RABITE . IRAIRITX L P A B T 1 & 3
R R ERE AR 91140, Xk A Pl K A R0 At 5
AHR 22 S AL b BT vk | BE 2 35 42 T 1 i 42 B
RORIEBEARAE 7 A ( Zhang et al. |, 2023¢) . P,
HE— 25 AN R BEAR 9 £ B8 TR A8 28 ) 1) 1 ot
FNG3 AR, AN T PR A TR T s - 09 e R BL T 22 G o
B A AL B P TT R BOR AN T R IR AT 5K
BB 12 AN EL

JHE A WIFEX PR PETURY) REY 764 )
WAH Z 18] B 43 A0 R AT T 4RF, (X AR R ORF- v i AR
KMFFEAHRS B R, 5 AT B8 22 1 DX s 1 F
FELAR 7R A [F] b 5T 3 AR BE 454 REY 193 48
B, LA BN [ Bl A A X — i B b PR o X A
Bl 4 T R A R A O R s A, RSk 1Y
BRI AR AP R PR 2 A al
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Fig. 3 Variations in different phosphorus phases and their REY components in deep-sea sediments ( data source: Fan et al. , 2023)

1.3 RBRIHHETERE

TR & - DR B B AR AN SUF Bl T 3L
FOR R AL, BN T8 0E S B I RIME R TTRZ 2
RHEE ORI A U I [R5 2 T LAAE Bl il 4 60
TR 98 AN 0 BB BRI 9%, 12 v TF R AR
SR, H AT - i 4R AU A A R,
TR T FRATOI R BRI it A2 R ) 1 3R
F14) 4 TET B

TEVATERIETY H R 4 0 5 T8 A - 40 I i)
SRR E AT S5, FEEAZ B 3 5 T A RR
e, B TR U TR Y8 5 AL TR RS b
PR ( carbonate compensation depth, CCD) PAF | it
Qb R B BRI BT % AR T ik, X B 1 AR b 2 4F
RE TR . R ARTUARGE AR T TR Y B9 F
TURRAE I A S AR il S B0 TR ] BT 45 R 22 180 068 oty ot
A A BRI B T AR B T RS O AT R X 4 M
MRS A T, DT (75 A 0 1l 22 2 Ry v
PG AR S M LRI IR Y By v AR R
A% Bn B TUR Y B = BT TR B I E AR AR
() F AR ) Xk — 20N T AR 2E BT AME BE ( Li
et al. , 2023a; Wang et al. , 2023) ,

A NYRBT I A2, 3 JLAF 38 5 o v A 1) 4F
AR, CLREBIATH X REY & £ VT 41
PEZE(EE(E 4), B, MM U-Ph @ 4FEH AR
FEVGRF-PEMAS T 29 6.5~2.2 Ma BYBLH 4F I (Li
et al., 2023a) ; MM Sr FALR AT TP RRF
¥ CCFZ ¥ X 4y 32 ~ 24 Ma Y 8B 4F # ( Wang
et al. , 2023) . MA@ AR Os R,

BE TR TE P ARAN PR XA R 2 34. 4 Ma K4 T
REY &4, H- 5 MR Hr AL A X (Ohta et al. |
2020) o L8R E]) R A BUR AT REHS 7R T 5 IR
TR L T AT G 0 b T 1 1) 40 B S D bk
(~9 Ma) MG 5K B (~33 Ma), ]
XA T St T SR AEAEHE , [ H T &
DR - A B 8] 1) 2 A NPT SR A FR, e 1) i
X 2R B VR A B A e IX 5 AT T T TR
i 2 AT ST, HAR T R ZRE R BOR 1]
IN&EE U-Pb F Sr [AJ AL 3R 55 € AF R, $2 44 BORG
FATH ) S AR IR B . BT, W 4 A AR R
AMFES REY & 48 AH 3G 1% R 58 F0 A W) b ok Ak 27 5t
T, AP | A2 03 S AR FH A5 3k 28 [ R
HERTREXT REY 1Y 48 R4 A A 4 T 2552000

1.4 REHIRTEENYTETL

fead 2 AR N [ P A2 25 38 N Al T
W (SEM) X SR ATSH(XRD) GHOGR ik i,k
A S E TS (LA-ICP-MS) DL S £ B 55 Hb R
A2 50207 s O B B 0 IAPIRAS s AR it
PR AR ARHEAT T ST, A TR A 4 iy 5 Y
f 4 7 77 T BUAS T W25 HE R (Kon et al., 2014,
Zhang et al. , 2017; Kashiwabara et al. , 2018; Liao
et al. , 2019, 2022; Li et al. , 2020b; Fan et al.
2023; HESCHEE, 2023)

WA B9 AT Y (Liao et al. , 2019; Yu et al. |
2021; Deng et al. , 2022a; Zhang et al. , 2023b) 1A
ARG R B S5 | R Wl A TR 45 4%
e 7K — URR M Jt T Ak e W B /K R O REY Bl
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& DU (0 RN 0] AR T AT R 27 1%
) REY 9% B, JF S & & 4 204 W e KA h
(Yu et al. , 2021) o XF 75 K-F-¥ DU AL IR K 14 B
L — DR W], DU 22 1 RN 2 AT IR
REY &34 (Deng et al. , 2022a) , %1 REY 7E1T
Y it WIBY B i e k8 I 2\ SR BN W K A
(Bl S),

A DRI URR %) A R R S 52 3 22 A
A2y, &0 ORI DT Y 32 B0 A 78 P
FNERBEFEAS R IX, AT CCD LR (Kato et al. |
2011) o TZIREE LU AR 0 DT RGE 20 i £ & 4R 4R
BET 70 A IR R] 5k R 5 4 o A Bt B B R v T
BART WY BVRE . VU ORT-E IR LU Y A R TR AR
) E AR S S ) Y L A T R E T REY
BB AE IR ( Deng et al. , 2022b) . ILAF, & AJE
TLHIAETE AR P BEA AU E T IR - I A

MBIFFE XY 73 A1 R, SE i i 98 T4 2 224
HRTE PG RV | i ORSF- 3 R B B V7 5 SR TR T A
BRI, MZT XA R AT HOR X TR+
MIBFFEARXT B = o SR, 76 AR AP (JB 2 Tiki
25 A Yupanqui 7)) BOGRIEUTRR Y Hh & B0 T & ik
JE IR 1 TCEK (Zhou et al. , 2020, 2021) ,iX 2L [X I,
DU REY & i 2 8 T HAb B, 58 Wi
BLNGEIRIE T o R T B TR A L AR 3

BL P AR PRI RED 5K rpuO BT 122 XA b 5T 24
SRS G5 I R A VR SIS AR 20 A K LT 3 i
HFE N IR B B AR T AR AN, R
T A PEGRIEAR T IR M 1 oC R e /i
7 5 AN ] e L BB R A 5 ( Ce) 5 HAFN4Z
(Y) B, b BT K& ] G5 PRAH 5 1 Bk 45
#% ( Kashiwabara et al. , 2018; Zhou et al. , 2021),
TXBCRA AR I 1 AR T R TR A = 5 W )
FEO A, 10 BT B T R T i A
Wy b R Ak 27 A0 P4 2 0 T[] I TR o 1 DX A
ARH B IRIT R TT BRI T

2RI L RCIROT A M BR 5 R

2.1 AREES

TF R R 1 58 R B SR FN IR PR T,
HIRAE S 2 WO PRI v, X e Bt YR T 1 LA
T 3000~6 000 m fPREF DI, Ve AR Z AR =5 1Y
K Hs HRARR F 3R B2 R i B b P ) PR A, R A Y
TR R VA8 [ WD #5 7 /K 25 (remotely operated vehi-
cle, ROV) Fl F 7K T HL#% A (autonomous underwater
vehicle, AUV) J7ESIEFNIEEIGIM TRy S 17—
SEkRE AH AR TR i R A0 R AR TR AT
SRFFAEIE AR AT AT S A SR 1Y R (Sharma, 2017)
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Fig. 5 Schematic diagram of the enrichment process of deep-sea rare earth elements (Yu et al. , 2021; Zhou et al. , 2021; Zhang

et al. , 2023a; CCD refers to the carbonate compensation depth)

DR RV 5 E i e i IC HUE B 22 27 DT
JELRE AN 34 i R A DA R T A ) b B R A 2
FRFIRIR oAb, BRI R A B8 1 T J FI4E i
AR B ds b E SRR R B ek — 2B R n 1T
K HIMERE (H AT, 2022)

H AT TF R DRI 7 RS 1 0 2 i AR 3
&, EAFK AE B R B Jm 2 B IX N A R 5 5 B R
BT REE % REY BRI TR I X Lo fig i e DA e
RIRFORILA4E, O TR BOX SE MM+, H AR
ISTF R T — RIVEOR, DL & TF R 0 2 PP AR5
RPN, BN, A IR T S S I T —
LN 2 470 m Y T IS 32 BOREAS 1Y B2 R ( Takaya
et al. , 2018) ,

A, H AR IR T R A AL 2 & 4 (in situ
chemical concentration) 52, B TR i T
AL K TR S rh a3 B Ok AT B v T
PV €I L W Re N 141 2 RS B2 A R A N
PRI T T G R A7 A 3R 4R T DAl /D A8 07 i Y K
S, B A X U VF 2R BE 09 W A2 5 Y4 (Takaya et al.
2018) . AWFFEHRN 7RG - 5 Y A RS
FERBEA R I8 T R BT Y S A A3 A
P AR T RO T R Gk S T R R 1
e MERER A% IR G W), Bl 255 R T4 i 42 0%
[ 35 (Tetsuo et al. , 2021 ; Yamazaki et al. , 2021)

FEI PR b 1E 76 BRI 5T A0 TT 28 8 A TR R 4
RS IANEE T R A FUOE 2 RO HEE L R GE &

5 B TR AR L B | sl g il R 4 D) S IR Vg
i A U5 Y = 88, 22 A TR (Miller et al. , 2018)
SR, TRMRAT B A ) LA B AT SE AT A R4 T
AT Z P52 E R PR R 5 A AR BT, DA il
A (R FE AR R IS BRI £ BRI AT RS
2.2 REBIRABEERERHE

VAR, DRIl 1 0% IR 4R 40 e 4 R 2L U 49
Ak (RS THIG 2Pk,  oE JEORE R AR R
M2 o J5 S Pt alih R AR A T OB S, il an,
Takaya 55 (2018) ¥R &R M 5.0/ B B, FI K 3l
TE L 40 5 25 AT R4 s S R I OB, DT 42 7R
T LT RS R, X — WA IR W EREAR T
Je SRR Al B 0 JFORME B RE SR 1% 5 AR AR I
2 KRB RN BA T ) 7 AT AR AEMERS [ b
Rk E B T — o TR U R B 1T
KI5 AR I PR AL B R 5 0E vk B R
VIR 5 TR S50 R (BRFH 22 08 5%, 2023) . %
HARDAL T # LT R BRI FRER Y BA B A AS
TEVEAE I FI A AR BB SRR, AR T T+
TR P BHCR N s 4L, B RRAR T )5 et aliad
FRAMERE . SR, BRI 4Pk | LA [R]URT Y 7E 24
B2 5 W 38 5 0E— 2 R 5T RN PEA , DA S B0 K AR A= 7=
N, Zhang %5 (2023b ) 42 H Y BR IR B AE b —
ol LAY ) TR0 A - PR AR | 3l R R A R =
WA SEBE T EEe H AR EOC R M AR,
AL TR, RS TR TR E T,
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LTI A PRI R A8 A ) AT 75 A A

I, PRIEEAR 1 B¢ R A S 20 NG R B R b T
IR B B DRI 87 7 38 W 5 2 Fh
ZRJ5T, AR B A X LEAR IR A7 AR W N T
IR > B AMERE AL GE iRl oA 8 1 Ak
BTk (AR B o3 vk PR 1523k ) | BRARAE
SRR L S T IR A A A AR B (E TR
HER A1 B S A% IS T vk I RCR RN 2 B A AR 1R
PR FEPRE TR RRAT I i B 4y BE AL~ A Al
WAAZBAE SR AT AR 5 i AN, T e R B 5 Al
RE 200 A2 S A 7T R A vh e A1k, 3
Wi J SR DA R T2, DRI PR BRI 26 AF RT
RER i) f 7 BN R AR A e P, (A5 A% S8 1) o T Ak
7 ¥R AN E T IR 5 A1 B0 A8 Ak B ( Sharma,
2017) o FEPR E IR R A A% T BT B A
TICRPRAHAR , AR A5 B TR EOR T I S
PRACHUA A, 33k 2EF R TR 52560 28 B B 7t — 7 19
IR T, R B DR LA 7 JH 3 AT — BB v (o
%, 2022),

DRI - AR AL RN HR B AL AL AR AL
73 T4 T AR 2 PR MER 28 55 R, R SR Ao
PR TR 1 A LAl B FF SRR G R EOR B9 A1
o AERERMWETE T I, TR AR Z U HLHR A B T
PR REY -G8 DUAY P & R R, 3 O $R 4R
P55 NOROURETE 7 I o8 S i B TP R Tl ST N I =1
PRB™ ) %0 i L 70 3R A WAL, T AT % o i 2%
fR 7 B A SE R AR DT B B JRM FH AR, A4
ARJZTH, AR EE T 25 Mt B s LA KO K 335
FAFR T 208 MR Bt 55 . A 4507 i3t
[F) 55 3 74 R S BRI AR L B U5 A4 oo ORI TR AT 22
k.
2.3 AERIMERME RS EITM

GRS L BTIR A TR B AT A 22 U A
BV B BRI 5 e R A A7 3] 5 BEITAS
ERFIRABDT R A, RIPPES P52 58 S5 ( dis-
turbance and recolonization experiment, DISCOL) I
7 B BRAT TG BT DI, R B A W 1) 224
PEAE RO BRI, T 40 DAY A= Wy iV 2540 R 2D g
" RE & 4 T K #1421k ( Simon-Lleds et al. , 2019)
SR Bl A PSR T TR A ) ) e ] B G AR
MEHLRZ , Tk HAE AT R It T
JASE 0 P A T R S 0, AR OGO T BEAE
RN TIRIEHR LIRS XA B e8>

SRAV YT BN PR (145 0 AR X TV PR BE I T AR TS
Yo AB NP A 25 2R G0 B9 I 52 0] 1 AR A B A A
A W RAT BRI AE S R G a4 A 15 i —
LA

TR PRI 11 BT 4 26 25 3 e B VR A e
S XU R G I AR W) 2 A ) O B DR, 4
A RZAAEREE PRI FREE 38 A6 1T >k 1 5 A A (van
Dover, 2019) , BRIEERAE 3l a] REXT X 264 2 R 5¢
T B R, G AE Y R B B B B IR g
155 0 B FER IR EET5 YL (Halfar and Fujita, 2007)
PRI 11 1) B 0 I g AR T AL S U E T X —
AR R EAEY £, B AR Y AR R
YEEBRNES RGN AT T (Orcutt e al.
2020) . REEShATRES THLX AL TR RS A, R
M £ 4 IO ) R o P A TR A 285 3 490 1 £l B 7 2 R
[l AL

AN B s 10 DX G A W e T X AR S R B
DIREZ OB I HH0A MURR A4 L BEIR X S B
T H 4 B A & 24 U HAT VB TE 1Y I F 6 (L ( Oreutt
et al. , 2020) , VRIERAA] g S Bi0K L6 35 1% B R Y
e BRI AR A= W) HOR By & A B, PR
ARG A R R 2218, — B2
I AT RE T ST AR RO 4R A BB K ( Simon-
Lleds et al. , 2019; van Dover, 2019) , R, ¥ FIE
TRV 1% 3 1Y) 8 BN 45 0 00 6 3] 3 K B 5
M) , - >R BT B 15 it LA DRAP X S 18 5 (0 T T B R

PREEZ WAL (ETA) X T3R5 8 2 0 H
LHHEBIMAEE, WA B EIA J5 ik 325X b
b RNV T DX, R T A5 1 52 A e AR R e e A B
AVEAL s ME L 4 A as W KU ( Drazen
et al. , 2020) . TRIEEX IR 7K S Hb BRI A: 25 3045 H
A 52 5 BV % G A VT AR 5 LA B T SR
W5 S AS 7] D3k i ELAA S
2.4 RiBH LTI RIKHIE T RER 4 A BB

DRI 1 57 I8 BAT R B M2 551
BHAK W 2T MW, AT, IR K
TR M TP R AR 1 A 5 42 LA, 2 B TR 7 2 A
APERAFAEATR E L, R, TR R A 1Y PR 5
TR AR A A A LR WAL 27
PR o, A ROTT Al X B B A IR AE TR — o TR ME
(Sharma, 2017)

5, DR BB A g, TR TER T
TS AR R B A IR TR DL s i 44 i
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fernan, 2019) . 5Bl #7798 IF & AR L, TR TR
T BRI R A BB, 28 B Il B i E
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BEAh DR = BRI AR B s AR, Ik T
BEHEES Wi 10 )iz I TR B RE R
KA N R LA 22 e B TR, T 37 oK 32
IRAETOIRGURE AR K B R, 4k, E bR
Wi IR AL e 5 M A W2 Ak, R ) 2 32 B £
Az 7 ] Y AR A AN T 3 SR, N A KA A A
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HHLIR 0 ME B ( Sakellariadou et al. , 2022; £ HIH
4 2020)

AN B A A B SR 1 e 2 R T R VA -
TIRKINA T 1 . B R 17 Mk B = W4 )
ERE , SR BEENBA Y, B AR AN & M 7T fE
Bt B XU 52 e HA S 22 R BE T ( Heffer-
nan, 2019) . GEEGHEIT AW K 24~ E K AHIX 1)
Z: 5 WS (G BRI A 20) B H PR, 5%
PRt ARSI R AT IR B 2o B2 A 2% VA
SR P AN 2 P3G I T Ml B 5 R A T 22 RS
(CHHREE, 2022) , R, Uiy 7 75T [ PR 3k 14 TR i A
BRI PG T 5 = 05 AT PR IR 22 B R0 5, IR 9P 1 v
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25 LTk RHE R BRI R A 28 U A A
AN 7 2 NEOR (T3 AR A 2 AT
MHEATER AV, . AR BB 5T 0 5 T A5 TR W A
BRI L F FAT M, AR FOH I T R BRI A H
5V | SO T 37 SRS A | A 5 26 Y 1 A R BUOR
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3 k5 RY

R L TR 21 T 42 A AR BT U, 4k
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500 LR RE PREE IR 1k B RE A
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AR RE , LASH iR A [ B R BT IR A U 2 )
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