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Abstract: Red corals are precious corals. Rare earth elements (REE) in red corals of different species harvested

from different seas were investigated in this paper. REE accumulation is mainly affected by biological growth;

>REE are low, and light rare earth elements are relatively enriched while heavy earth elements are relatively

depleted; d8Ce values exhibit mainly negative anomalies, whereas 8Eu values show positive anomalies in some

samples; REE characteristics of different red corals somewhat indicate the sea where they are harvested, and also

show that the living environment of red corals is closely related to volcanic hydrothermal activities, which influ-

ence the source input of red coral growth. The ecological environment rareness contributes to the rareness of red

corals.
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Table 1 Species, business name and the growth distribution of the red coral
JE T 44 R (R & T Mg
LM Corallium rubrum) 5% T it ot D 21 3 ) Hiy e PR TJE W | VG G L 8 DL R T G HESR R R
H AL Paracorallium japonicum) B = 21 3 39 FA LA B G 5 NS TSR B R il S e
YK LIMBIC Corallium elatius) MoMo £ HI 3 H AR GFEERHE & b [ Sy Al
J2 8 LW C Corallium konojoi ) Miss H 3] FEEE KPS EEEY
Corallium lauuense A R GO 3 R F A8, 350~ 400 m KK
I Corallium secundum ) B3 FAR il Hg &, 500~ 550 m KR
Corallium sp.nov VRIE I ) HEHRBPIEE, 1000 m 284 KR
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Fig. 1 Part of the red coral samples
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Table 2 Description of the red coral samples
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Table 3 REE content of the red coral samples
R La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy Ho Er Tm Yb Lu
SDY-1  0.141  0.279 0.032 0.112 0.026  0.009 0.023 0.003 0.02 0.004 0.012 0.002 0.012 0.002
SsbY-2  0.17 0.339  0.043 0.155 0.036 0.01 0.032  0.005 0.03 0.006 0.017 0.003 0.017 0.003
SDY-3  0.188 0.37 0.043 0.152 0.036  0.009 0.031 0.005 0.03 0.006 0.017 0.002 0.016 0.002
SDY-4  0.319  0.621 0.072 0.248 0.056 0.013 0.051 0.008 0.047 0.01 0.03 0.005 0.028 0.004
SDY-5  0.077 0.151  0.016 0.053 0.013 0.004 0.009 0.001 0.008 0.002 0.005 0.001 0.004 0.001
SDY-6 0.0756 0.1403 0.0149 0.0484 0.0103 0.0038 0.0089 0.0012 0.0062 0.0012 0.0033 0.0005 0.0034 0.0005
SDY-7  0.180 0.360 0.044 0.16 0.037 0.01 0.036  0.006 0.034 0.007 0.017 0.002 0.014 0.002
SDY-8  0.136  0.272 0.03 0.11 0.027  0.009 0.025 0.004 0.02 0.004 0.01 0.001  0.009 0.001
AKY-1 0.436  0.822 0.095 0.355 0.08 0.02 0.074 0.011 0.062 0.013 0.036 0.005 0.035 0.006
AKY-2 0.847 1.615 0.197 0.685 0.144 0.03 0.136  0.023 0.132 0.028 0.083 0.013 0.089 0.013
AKY-3 0.456 0.91  0.113 0.404 0.085 0.02 0.078 0.012 0.069 0.014 0.041 0.006 0.04 0.006
AKY-4 0.762 1.5 0.185 0.689 0.156 0.034 0.136 0.02 0.116  0.024  0.068 0.01 0.065 0.009
AKY-5 0.165 0.34 0.041 0.148 0.034 0.008 0.028 0.004 0.025 0.005 0.015 0.002 0.013 0.002
AKY-6 0.135 0.261 0.031 0.105 0.024 0.007 0.023 0.004 0.021 0.004 0.012  0.002 0.01 0.002
AKY-7 0.261 0.496 0.063 0.225 0.047 0.011 0.045 0.007 0.043 0.009 0.024 0.003 0.022 0.003
AKY-8 0.196 0.391 0.047 0.16 0.036 0.01 0.031 0.005 0.026 0.005 0.015 0.002 0.014 0.002
AKY-9 0.158 0.3 0.035 0.117 0.025 0.009 0.025 0.004 0.022 0.005 0.013 0.002 0.012 0.002
AKR-01 0.477 0.901 0.109 0.428 0.11 0.043 0.121 0.019 0.107 0.022 0.06 0.009 0.052 0.008
AKW-02 0.09%4 0.18 0.021 0.082 0.019 0.007 0.019  0.003 0.017 0.003 0.01 0.001  0.009 0.001
AKF-05 0.08 0.161 0.018 0.069 0.019 0.006  0.015 0.002 0.014 0.003 0.008 0.001 0.007 0.001
MOY-1R 0.142  0.279 0.028 0.08 0.017 0.005 0.012 0.002 0.01 0.002 0.006 0.001 0.006 0.001
MOY-1W 0.065 0.121  0.014 0.049 0.011  0.003 0.008 0.001 0.006 0.001 0.003 0.001 0.004 0.001
MOY-2 0.172 0.37 0.047 0.19 0.049  0.027 0.05 0.007 0.043 0.008 0.022 0.003 0.019 0.003
MOY-3 0.235 0.493 0.059 0.22 0.054 0.028 0.056 0.008 0.046 0.009 0.024 0.003 0.021 0.003
MOY-4W 0.099 0.18 0.02 0.07 0.017 0.004 0.012 0.002 0.008 0.002 0.004 0.001 0.004 0.001
MOY4R 0.059 0.105 0.011  0.041 0.009 0.003 0.005 0.001 0.004 0.001 0.002 0 0.002 0
MOY-5 0.154 0.332  0.042 0.17 0.044 0.03 0.047 0.007 0.043 0.009 0.022 0.003 0.019 0.003
FY-1 0.647 1.496 0.218 0.958 0.269 0.144 0.289 0.042 0.24 0.048 0.127 0.017 0.1 0.014
FY-2  0.296 0.65 0.087 0.363 0.101 0.048 0.103 0.016 0.098 0.021 0.056 0.008 0.057 0.01
FY-3 1.438 3.006 0.368 1.48 0.369 0.349 0.378 0.056 0.322 0.066 0.178 0.027 0.213 0.041
FY-4 0.301 0.678 0.092 0.391 0.11 0.055 0.118 0.018 0.11 0.023 0.06 0.008 0.047 0.007
FY-5 0.295 0.65 0.087 0.376 0.105 0.059 0.109 0.016 0.092 0.019 0.052 0.008 0.05 0.008
FY-6  0.351 0.7 0.088 0.351 0.086 0.083 0.093 0.013 0.078 0.016 0.042 0.006 0.036 0.005
FY-7 0.328 0.749 0.103 0.417 0.115 0.065 0.122 0.018 0.11 0.022 0.056 0.008 0.048 0.007
FY-8 0.104 0.198 0.022 0.079 0.02 0.007 0.016 0.003 0.015 0.003 0.008 0.001 0.008 0.001
MERM e R M EM e R E AR A . 35 ML 4, 2013).
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Fig. 2 REE distribution of the red coral samples
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Table 4 Composing characteristic of REE of the red coral samples
K LREE HREE Y REE LREE/HREE  (La/Yb)y (La/Sm)y SEu 3Ce
SDY-1 0.60 0.08 0.68 7.62 8.20 3.48 1.06 0.98
SDY-2 0.75 0.11 0.87 6.66 7.02 3.04 0.88 0.95
SDY-3 0.80 0.11 0.91 7.27 8.33 3.34 0.76 0.97
SDY-4 1.33 0.18 1.51 7.29 8.07 3.69 0.72 0.96
SDY-5 0.31 0.03 0.34 10.61 13.88 3.98 1.16 0.99
SDY-6 0.29 0.03 0.32 11.63 16.17 4.72 1.18 0.96
SDY-7 0.79 0.12 0.91 6.70 9.24 3.11 0.78 0.96
SDY-8 0.58 0.07 0.66 7.81 10.88 3.27 1.00 1.00
AKR-01 2.07 0.40 2.46 5.20 6.59 2.80 1.12 0.93
AKW-02 0.40 0.06 0.47 6.41 7.89 3.11 1.11 0.95
AKF-05 0.35 0.05 0.40 6.90 8.31 2.73 0.98 1.00
AKY-1 1.81 0.24 2.05 7.47 8.87 3.51 0.78 0.95
AKY-2 3.52 0.52 4.04 6.80 6.82 3.79 0.64 0.94
AKY-3 1.99 0.27 2.25 7.48 8.15 3.46 0.75 0.96
AKY-4 3.33 0.45 3.78 7.41 8.37 3.15 0.69 0.95
AKY-5 0.74 0.09 0.83 7.78 9.19 3.15 0.78 0.98
AKY-6 0.56 0.08 0.64 7.28 9.28 3.65 0.95 0.95
AKY-7 1.10 0.16 1.26 7.04 8.39 3.59 0.73 0.92
AKY-8 0.84 0.10 0.94 8.38 10.08 3.55 0.91 0.97
AKY-9 0.64 0.08 0.73 7.73 9.84 4.06 1.10 0.95
MOY-1R 0.55 0.04 0.59 13.80 17.26 5.44 1.02 1.02
MOY-1W 0.26 0.02 0.29 10.55 12.85 3.92 0.95 0.93
MOY-2 0.85 0.16 1.01 5.45 6.44 2.27 1.65 0.99
MOY-3 1.09 0.17 1.26 6.40 8.14 2.81 1.57 1.00
MOY-4W 0.39 0.03 0.42 12.09 19.27 3.72 0.77 0.94
MOY-4R 0:23 0.02 0.24 15.09 21.19 4.25 1.09 0.95
MOY-5 0.77 0.15 0.92 5.09 5.95 2.24 2.01 0.99
FY-1 3.73 0.88 4.61 4.26 4.66 1.55 1.57 0.97
FY-2 1.55 0.37 1.91 4.20 3.73 1.90 1.42 0.98
FY-3 7.01 1.28 8.29 5.47 4.85 2.51 2.83 0.99
FY-4 1.63 0.39 2.02 4.18 4.57 1.76 1.48 0.99
FY-5 1.57 0.35 1.93 4.45 4.22 1.81 1.68 0.98
FY-6 1.66 0.29 1.95 5.74 7.07 2.62 2.80 0.95
FY-7 1.78 0.39 2.17 4.54 4.91 1.84 1.66 0.99
FY-8 0.43 0.06 0.49 7.75 9.93 3.40 1.19 0.97
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Table 5 > REE of the red coral samples (% 8),
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Table 6 Composing characteristic of LREE and HREE of

the red coral samples

REE 4 BRI SN B/ME AE
LREE 7.01 0.227 1.323
HREE 1.28 0.015 0.224

LREE/HREE 15.087 4.181 7.443
(La/Yb)y 21.19 3.725 9.102

A4 Y REE /M (La/Yb)y K 8Ce £ 5% 8Eu 71 5%
W LI R AE AL G 8 Y REE /b (La/ Yb)y
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Table 7 SEu of the red coral samples
21 850 J8 ol T KA e/ MA RS EFREFEME/A FOREREREY/A IERE S/ %
H A 27 34t 25 1.12 0.064 0.878 3 9 25
AR 5] 1.18 0.72 0.942 3 4 37.5
98 K 21 3 ) 2.01 0.77 1.294 5 3 62.5
1541 3 E 2.83 1.19 1.829 8 0 100
1000 %im%*ﬁﬁ%i‘ﬁ,
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Fig.3 (La/Yb)y—2REE plotting of the red coral samples
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Table 8 Composing characteristic combination of REE

of the red coral samples

27 3= SIREE iy (La/YP)npgyys  0Ce  SEu
H A 21 3 2] >1, K <10, 7h - -

AR <1,/h >10, K - -
LRI AR <1,/h >10, K - +
I541 33 >1, K <10, Hesh - +
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CUMB AR H FRA, vT B8 T 20 S 0 I 2R 25 R
B A AR H R R IR K, Qo o Y B PR i R 6 R, T
0 e R L RGBT B 36 T R ) SR ) A
PSIX P25 213 B AR K P 7 )RR T E SR B i A
BRAT A M7 20 45 AR I AR S B AR T M A, 203035 1)
AEATRET A I S 2T LI R A

(1) 2L A 5 S REE 8%, AN A J& Fhoar
WMBAE S REE SIS LU > H AL > Horh it
AR B RISARY) BiiE NI

(2) ZLHMIABI FTRE o 32 4 - o0 A 4, 8

(3) LU F0RE i ) 8Ce B 0 3, S 403
B AT AR K IR BSR4 5

(4) 5 20 I SR 5 1K SEu IE 3, K
VIR KL PGB By 55 20 T 2R A R B DA %, OF:
5 M) 21 I 50 1 A A A AR Y

(5) 2L AR Lo 2 3 A E B AW AE %
5

(6) 21 B3 (¥ f o0 22 21 R E 2 A 7 h 2 5
=98

(7) £LIMI AL A PR () 4 A 1k 3 380 T 20 3 B 1)
M k.
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