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A study of mineral and chemical compositions of Xiaosigoun serpentine jade,
Hebei Province

FAN Gui-zhen, WANG Shi-qi and LIU Yan
(Gems Appraisal Center ol Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Based on geological field work, the authors studied mineral composition and chemical composition by
using modern testing methods of observing microscopic sections and such means as EMPA, XRD, IR, XRF and
ICP-MS. The results indicate that the Xiaosigou serpentine jade was formed through alteration of Mg-rich car-
bonate, and its main mineral is lizardite, and subordinate minerals include calcite, dolomite, diopside, phlogo-
pite, magnetite, pyrite etc. REE of serpentine originated from marble and surrounding rock. The chondrite-
normalized REE patterns of Xiaosigou serpentine jade are quite similar to those of sedimentary rocks, with
steeply rightly-oblique shape, characterized by low REE amount, rich LREE and negative anomalies.
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Fig. 1 Field photographs of serpentine deposit in Xiaosigou
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2 wp %
Table 2 Electron microprobe analyses of calcite
Cr,05 ALO; Na,O FeO MgO CaO MnO NiO P,0s
A-1 0.02 1.52 53.94 0.02 0.01 0.02 55.54
A2 0.01 0.02 0.08 4.7 47.28 0.01 52.09
E-1 0.03 0.05 0.13 55.41 0.25 0.04 0.10 56.00
E-1 0.01 0.08 5.01 52.60 0.01 0.07 57.79
3 wy % 2.2.3
Table 3  Electron microprobe analysis of dolomite
Cr,O;  FeO MgO CaO NiO  P,0Os
A2 0.02 0.09 20.72 31.28 0.01 52.10 3h
E-1 0.02 0.36 20.07 31.49 0.01 0.01 51.95 4
4 wp 0/0
Table 4 Electron microprobe analysis of diopside
SiO, ALO; TiO, FeO MgO CaO K,0 P,0s NiO
E-2 56.75 0.07 0.02 0.12 19.29 25.53 0.01 0.03 0.04 101.81
2.2.4
5
5 wp %
Table 5 Electron microprobe analysis of phlogopite
SiO, ALO; Na,O TiO, FeO MgO CaO MnO K,O Cr O3 P,0s NiO
E-1 40.04 14.93 0.15 0.05 2.24 27.32 0.03 0.03 9.30 0.03 0.02 0.04 94.19
2 . 2 . 5 F€304
6
3i
6 wp (%)
Table 6 Electron microprobe analyses of magnetite
\IazO CaO CP_)O} MgO MnO IIOZ }“6203 NIO A1203 SlOz
A-2 0.02 4.19 0.67 88.78 0.08 0.06 93.79
E-1 0.04 0.08 0.01 2.88 0.84 0.00 89.70 0.00 0.00 0.20 93.78
E-2 0.01 0.14 0.02 2.04 0.71 0.01 91.29 0.02 0.03 0.65 94.93
F-1 0.01 0.03 0.02 1.98 1.99 0.02 91.07 0.03 95.38
2.2.6 FeS,
3] 7
7 wp %
Table 7 Electron microprobe analysis of pyrite
Fe S Ni Sh Pb Co Zn Mo Bi Mn
E-2 45.98 53.45 0.01 0.05 0.13 0.07 0.04 0.81 0.31 0.03 100. 89
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2.3 MgO  38.24% ~42.15%
MgO  43.64% SiO, 43.36%
1987
EPMA-1600 15 9
kV 7 l’lA 1 pm Mgf) Si40]O OHg
8 SiO,
MgO SiO,  40.94% —44.87% E- Fe
I-b  SiO, 36.46% Fe Mg Al Mn Ti Ca
8 wp %
Table 8 Electron microprobe analyses of Serpentine
SiO, AlLOs Na,O TiO, FeO MgO CaO MnO K,O Cr, 03 P,0Os NiO
A-2-a 43.15 0.20 0.00 0.03 1.58 40.53 0.05 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 85.56
A-2-b 43.31 0.34 0.01 0.00 1.45 40.37 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.01 0.00 85.54
B-2-a 42.17 0.02 .03 0.00 1.27 42.15 0.01 0.09 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.04 85.82
B-2-b 41.41 0. 02 0.00 0.00 1.52 40.71 0.03 0.06 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 83.78
D-1-a 44.87 0.26 0.01 0.00 1.50 41.63 0.00 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.00 88.41
D-1-b 43.72 0.55 0.00 0.02 1.24 40.03 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 85.63
D-1-c 43.87 0.62 0.00 0.00 1.49 40.29 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.03 86.33
D-1-d 44.68 0.44 0.03 0.03 1.21 41.10 0.00 0.06 0.03 0.00 0.01 0.00 87.58
D-1-e 42.79 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.83 40.51 1.64 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 84.38
D-2-a 41.60 0.04 0.02 0.00 1.16 39.56 0.02 0.07 0.01 0.04 0.00 0.00 82.51
D-2-b 41.98 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.63 39.42 0.08 0.16 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 82.34
E-1-a 40.94 0.01 0.00 0.00 3.29 39.61 0.09 0.04 0.00 0.01 0.02 0.00 84.01
E-1-b 36.46 0.01 0.16 0.00 8.82 38.24 0.00 0.07 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.00 83.82
E-1-c 42.74 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.69 41.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.03 85.49
F-1 4240 0.02 0.00 0.00 1.42 40.07 0.04 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 83.97
9
Table 9 Calculated results of crystal chemical formula of serpentine
A-2-a Mny. 0020 Tio. 0027Cag. 00s0Alo. 0222Feo. 124sMgs. 6053 Sia0672010 OH g
A-2-b Nay. 0018Cro.0022Cag. 00s0Alo. 0377F 0. 1141M85.6657  Sia.0771010 OH g
B-2-a Cro.0007Ca0. 0010Aly. 0017Nag. 0027F 0. 1002Mg5. 9261 Si3.9770010 OH g
B-2-b Cro.0008Ko.0012Cag. 0031 Alg. 0270 F g, 1228Mgssess  Sia 0000010 OH g
D-1-a Nag. 0017Aly. 0279F €0, 1143M8s.6577  Sia.0004010  OH g
D-1-b Cro.0015 T0. 0018Cao. 0020 Nio. 0022 Alo. 0608 F €0.0973Mg5. 5089 Sis. 1018010  OH g
D-1-c Ko.0012Ca0. 0020 Nio. 0022Alo. 0681 Fo. 1161M85.5085  Sia. 0891010 OH g
D-1-d Tio.0026K0.0035Nag. 0053Al0. 0476 Feo. 0020Mgs 6232 Sis. 1004010 OH g
D-1-e Ko.0012Cro. 0015l 0078Fe0. 0654Cao. 1655M8s. 6801 Sia. 0309010 OH g
D-2-a Ko.0012Ca9.0021Cro. 0031 Alo. 0046 F'€0.0047M85. 7507 Sis. 0627010 OH g
D-2-b Aly.0057Ca0.0084Fe0.0514Mgs.7319  Sia 005010 OH
E-1-a Cro.0008Alo.0011Cag. 0004 Fe0. 2678Mgs. 7476~ Siz 0848010  OH g
E-1-b Aly. 0012Cro. 0016K0.0030Nag. 0316 Feo. 7507Mgs. 8025~ Siz. 7110010 OH g
E-1-c Cay.0010Nig.0023F 0. 1336M85. 7800 Sig. 0416010 OH g
F-1 Cro.0008Ca0.0041Alp. 0223F€0. 1140M8s.7352 Sia 0707010 OH g
2.4 X X D
X 7 Max-RC CuKa 40 kV
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Table 10  X-ray diffraction data of serpentine
Al A2 B C-1 D-1 E2 F1
d A 11 AA 1T o4& I d A I d A I d A I d A 11
16.91 1.25 728 100.00 7.29  100.00  7.30  100.00  7.29  100.00  7.29  100.00 16.05  1.07
7.29  100.00  4.60  21.51  4.60 12.81  4.59  18.35  4.60  16.64  4.59  17.33  7.27  100.00
4.60  16.50  3.88  4.05  3.64 43.98  3.65 51.07 3.65 54.29 3.65 58.69 4.58 17.72
3.65 56.58  3.65 58.69 2.50 14.79  3.04 5580 2.64  5.15  3.35 461  3.64  48.30
3.03  32.34  3.04  40.49  2.45  14.17  2.64  6.02  2.50 19.51  3.23  46.06 2.65 3.1l
2.50  25.57  2.96  13.40 2.15  2.42 2,50  25.05 2.45 17.61  3.13  7.43  2.50  27.23
2.45 HI6.67 2.53  46.56  2.03  2.75 245 17.10  2.15  2.45  3.04 21.54 2.44  9.32
2.28  4.96 2.50 39.00 1.53 13.86 2.28  6.46  2.03  2.05 2.99  61.66 2.15  6.38
2,15 3.39 215 9.88 2,10 7.3  1.54  17.71  2.95 23.88  1.96  1.20
2,09 576 2.09  12.09 2.03  3.97 1.50 4.8  2.89 18.21 1.79  2.05
2,03  3.15 203  3.22 1.91  5.28 2,53 63.66 1.73  1.07
.91 4.10  1.91  4.42 1.87  6.80 2.44  14.67  1.54  14.18
1.87  4.62  1.79  4.62 1.54  16.03 231 11.89  1.50  5.22
1.74  1.81  1.61  7.49 .43 1.97 2,16 21.17  1.41  0.98
1.54  15.17  1.54  16.80 2.10  8.19
1,50 4.62  1.50  6.47 2.03  5.59
1.48  6.85 1.75  6.09

1.63 14.76
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Fig. 5 Infrared spectra of serpentine jades
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CaO FeO
3.78% ~4.66% A-2 E-2
11 wp %
Table 11 Main chemical composition of serpentine in Xiaosigou
SiO, ALO; TiO, FeO MgO CaO MnO P,0s
A2 31.69 0.57 0.04 8.97 39.06 4.09 0.13 0.01 15.29 99.85
B-1 38.85 0.58 0.01 1.14 41.63 0.17 0.09 0.01 15.01 97.49
C-1 35.35 0.12 0.00 2.88 37.62 4.66 0.06 0.01 17.98 98.66
D-1 40.26 0.19 0.00 0.92 43.11 0.07 0.07 0.00 14.96 99.57
E-2 37.43 0.12 0.00 6.04 39.11 3.78 0.05 0.01 10.81 97.46
F-1 39.64 0.08 0.00 1.97 43.50 0.28 0.01 0.01 14.31 99.86
3.2 MHz RSD<5%
12 P Ti
Mn Cu Zn
ICP-MS Agilent 7500ce cs 1997 Mn Cu
ICP 27.12  7Zn W Li Be Sc Ti V Cr Ni Ga Rb Sr
12 wpg 107°
Table 12 Trace element composition of serpentine in Xiaosigou
A-2 B-1 C-1 D-1 E-2 F-1 Taylor
Li 0.73 0.93 .63 1.05 0.59 0.56 20
Be 0.07 1.03 0.26 0.32 0.14 0.13 3
P 24.34 21.63 62.29 17.18 27.87 24.79
Sc 3.40 2.01 0.81 2.08 1.50 3.16 11
Ti 326.70 70.23 10.97 19.79 18.62 29.87 3000
\ 10.43 9.65 5.19 4.15 1.56 2.73 60
Cr 3.39 6.76 0.25 2.01 0.08 4.39 355
Mn 1438.00 842.30 321.10 533.20 1668.00 658.90 600
Co 9.87 3.07 8.72 3.80 16.75 6.50 10
Ni 2.20 0.58 0.87 0.54 1.58 0.56 20
Cu 545.20 191.30 8999.10 2412.00 9147.00 524.50 25
Zn 56.86 199.20 680.70 84.62 1911.00 265.30 71
Ga 1.25 3.25 0.61 0.55 0.67 0.30 17
Rb 0.34 0.33 0.45 0.54 0.32 0.96 112
Sr 14.33 11.86 7.37 5.32 4.00 5.35 350
Y 0.35 1.81 1.30 1.90 1.94 1.41 22
Zr 20.85 5.56 1.04 1.58 4.67 78.74 190
Nb 1.71 0.71 0.15 0.14 0.26 0.66 25
Mo 6.13 10.32 5.94 3.83 6.12 0.86 1.5
Cd 0.24 2.39 5.73 0.48 26.93 0.52 98
Sn 114.60 55.34 7.87 14.12 10.04 2.85 5.5
Cs 0.07 0.10 0.08 0.10 0.16 0.10 3.7
Ba 5.56 253.30 5.95 174.50 6.34 188.00 550
Hf 0.60 0.14 0.03 0.11 2.19 5.8
Ta 0.18 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.12 2.2
A 99.22 1.76 15.29 9.10 3.65 2.79 2.0
Tl 0.05 0.08 0.05 0.09 0.05 0.07 750
Pb 5.11 9.06 4.23 1.69 4.73 5.60 20
Th 0.07 0.50 0.30 1.26 0.20 0.44 10.7
U 1.44 0.92 0.63 0.78 1.49 0.70 2.8
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Table 13 REE composition of serpentine in Xiaosigou
A2 B-1 C-1 D-1 E-2 F-1 G-1

La 1.46 6.67 1.78 3.21 1.71 1.41 0.786

Ce 2.78 11.58 3.73 6.30 3.02 2.72 1.506

Pr 0.23 0.89 0.41 0.55 0.29 0.28 0.155

Nd 0.51 2.44 1.45 1.85 0.97 0.92 0.517

Sm 0.09 0.40 0.35 0.43 0.23 0.22 0.109

Eu 0.02 0.12 0.06 0.11 0.05 0.06 0.012

Gd 0.07 0.38 0.21 0.27 0.26 0.20 0.066

Tb 0.01 0.05 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.009

Dy 0.06 0.29 0.16 0.22 0.26 0.19 0.046

Ho 0.01 0.06 0.03 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.008

Er 0.03 0.15 0.08 0.13 0.19 0.15 0.020

Tm 0.005 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.003

Yb 0.04 0.13 0.07 0.12 0.21 0.21 0.021

Lu 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.003
SREE 5.33 23.20 8.38 13.31 7.35 6.50 3.261
LREE HREE 21.66 20.09 12.97 14.48 5.81 6.30 15.528
O0Eu 0.74 0.93 0.63 0.92 0.62 0.86 0.40

100p
1.56
4.0~5.0

2.47~2.60 g em®

R/ R A

0.1 =
La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy Ho Er Tm Yb Lu

Fig. 6 Chondrite-normalized REE patterns of serpentine

jade in Xiaosigou
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CaMg CO; ,+2 SiO, = CaMgSi,Os +2 CO, D

3 CaMg Si206 +2 HzO: Mg3 Si205 OH 4 +
4 Si0, +3 CaO )
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