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Gemological research on Manasi green jade

SUN Li-hua, YU Fang and WANG Shi-qi
(Gems Appraisal Center of Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Mineralogical, gemological and spectral characteristics and chemical constituents of all kinds of green
Manasi nephrite were studied by using slice observation, electron microprobe analysis and infrared spectra. The
results indicate that the main mineral components are tremolite and actinolite and that the emerald green spotted
structure “Cuihua” of Manasi green jade is formed from early actinolite. The material composition features indi-
cate that green Manasi nephrite is a product of the alteration of ultrabasic rock.
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Fig. 1 Manasi green jade
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Fig. 2 Distribution of Manasi green jade ore body

(from Yang Hancheng et al. » 1986)
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Fig. 3 Varieties of Manasi green jade
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Fig. 4 Microphotographs of Manasi green jade
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Table 2 Electron microprobe quantitative analyses of samples
K,O Na,O MgO CryO5 CaO SiO, ALOs MnO TiO, FeO NiO
1-1 0.03 0.10 10.48 57.71 0.07 0.08 11.86 0.38 0.06 20.34 0.03 101.13 -
1-2 0.02 0.10 21.68 0.11 12.50 55.87 0.85 0.08 0.00 4.53 0.28 96.02
1-3 0.02 0.03 21.27 0.00 12.71 57.13 0.29 0.13 0.02 4.82 0.14 96.57
Gl1-1 0.01 0.05 20.82 0.12 12.91 57.33 0.39 0.08 0.00 5.57 0.20 97.47
G1-2 0.05 0.03 22.02 0.02 13.00 57.21 0.42 0.06 0.00 3.73 0.40 96.94
Gl1-4 0.00 0.00 11.15 58.72 0.04 0.08 12.08 0.32 0.04 18.00 0.10 100.53 -
2-1 0.02 0.11 28.06 0.52 0.11 31.29 15.74 0.08 0.01 9.91 0.34 86.20
2-2 0.02 0.01 27.22 0.31 0.08 31.53 16.82 0.13 0.00 10.03 0.29 86.44
3-1 0.07 12.78  41.42 0.22 0.04 27.34 16.82 0.03 98.72 -
32 0.01 0.02 13.22  41.01 0.16 0.03 27.20 0.06 16.67 0.06 98.43 -
3-5 0.04 0.09 20.70 0.13 12.76  58.58 0.49 0.08 4.32 0.15 97.36
3-6 0.03 21.24 12.85 58.38 0.06 0.03 4.03 0.12 96.75
3-7 0.02 0.04 21.11 0.03 12.89 58.14 0.05 0.05 3.62 0.13 96.07
3a-1 0.01 0.07 22.20 12.97  59.12 0.09 0.08 4.55 0.11 99.26
3a-2 0.02 0.05 22.28 0.13 12.81 57.74 0.30 0.05 4.53 0.16 98.06
3a-3 0.02 0.07 22.37 0.26 12.78  57.91 0.37 0.06 4.35 0.19 98.40
G3-3.1  0.12 0.37 21.65 0.04 12.88  56.98 0.19 0.10 0.00 4.12 0.21 96.66
G34.1 0.00 0.00 21.75 0.00 12.96  57.38 0.13 0.08 0.03 4.3 0.17 96. 85
G3-2.1  0.01 0.06 21.60 0.11 12.76  57.33 0.27 0.05 0.00 3.81 0.17 96.18
G3-1.1  0.00 0.04 10.25 58.18 0.07 0.14 11.31 0.34 0.05 19.21 0.05 99.64
4-1 0.04 0.04 0.02 0.02 99.43 0.04 99.601
4-2 0.02 0.09 18.74 0.04 12.17  60.11 0.51 0.08 6.69 0.10 98.54
4-3 0.08 20.12 0.08 11.73 56.94 1.11 0.21 6.96 0.12 97.38
4-4 0.01 0.08 21.78 0.05 11.33  58.80 0.59 0.09 4.39 0.15 97.30
4-5 0.01 0.11 18.71 0.86 21.00  55.05 1.86 0.04 2.41 0.03 100.09
4-6 28.41 0.29 0.36 32.04 18.59 0.12 0.02 7.92 0.40 88.17
G4-1.1  0.03 0.02 18.04 0.01 12.56 55.87 0.40 0.18 0.00 9.38 0.08 96.57
G4-1.2  0.04 0.05 21.32 0.02 12.54  56.63 0.47 0.18 0.03 4.88 0.14 96.30
G4-2.1  0.02 0.14 19.10 0.29 12.99  56.33 0.43 0.30 0.00 7.27 0.04 96.91
5-1 0.01 0.00 22.71 0.05 13.36  56.62 0.10 0.08 0.00 3.77 0.04 96.74
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Table 3 Main chemical compositions of Manasi green jade samples

SiO, AL O; TFe,04 CaO MgO K,O Na,O MnO TiO, P,0s LOI Total
1 54.55 1.54 4.48 11.14 24.75 0.04 0.05 0.065 0.006 0.005 2.88 99.51
2 46.12 7.70 5.53 7.50 26.34 0.02 <0.01 0.111 0.011 0.017 6.14 99.49
3 55.94 0.48 3.53 11.72 25.17 0.02 0.02 0.048 <0.001 0.006 2.74 99.67
5 55.82 0.37 3.32 11.73 25.46 0.01 <0.01 0.007 <0.001 0.016 2.88 99.61
4 wp 10 6
Table 4 Trace elements in Manasi green jade samples
Li Be P Sc Ti \ Cr Mn Co Ni Cu Zn Ga Rb Sr
1 7.62 0.65 9.94 7.47 50.54 28.37 2305 582 83.78 1674 2.76  55.58 4.97  3.22 40.78
2 22.51  0.30 50.09 5.38 94.10 23.18 2189 963 81.79 1726 5.06 134.6 12.51 1.22 10.18
3 2.65 0.52 5.75 4.50 10.26 15.94 1315 426 57.80 1230 2.51 80.24 1.88 0.52 27.25
5 3.39  0.08 48.91  4.29 43.15 19.99 1430 631 48.03 1008 4.16  19.14 0.55 0.59 11.34
1 Y Zr Nb Mo Cd Sn Cs Ba Hf Ta w Tl Pb Th U
1 0.566 3.286 0.209 0.687 0.073 0.275 0.778 3.685 0.067 0.016 0.148 0.018 2.365 0.171 0.049
2 3.195 5.198 0.124 0.745 0.043 0.205 2.206 1.002 0.141 0.008 0.059 0.005 1.946 0.108 0.065
3 0.032 0.466 0.027 0.508 0.080 0.321 0.355 7.854 0.006 0.001 0.024 0.002 2.217 0.015 0.001
5 0.358 2.854 0.139 0.591 0.027 0.134 0.208 1.086 0.063 0.014 0.026 0.007 5.361 0.073 0.098
5 wp ]076
Table 5 Rare earth elements in Manasi green jade samples
La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Th Dy Ho Er Tm Yb Lu
1 0.298 0.598 0.069 0.249 0.066 0.014 0.069 0.013 0.082 0.018 0.049 0.008 0.054 0.009
2 0.436 1.032 0.150 0.761 0.245 0.026  0.293 0.056 0.444 0.103 0.304 0.055 0.385 0.069
3 0.046  0.088 0.011 0.043 0.012 0.002 0.012 0.002 0.014 0.003 0.008 0.001 0.007 0.001
5 0.161 0.331 0.042 0.167 0.045 0.010 0.054 0.009 0.061 0.013 0.039 0.006 0.039 0.006
3.00
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