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Petrochemical characteristics and geological significations of banded iron
formations in the Wutai Mountain of Shanxi and Qian’ an of eastern Hebei

SHEN Qi-han!, SONG Hui-xia!, YANG Chong-hui! and WAN Yu-sheng!*?
(1. Institute of Geology, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing 100037, China;
2. Beijing SHRIMP Center, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Petrological and petrochemical characteristics of samples from four Neo-Archean banded iron ore de-
posits of Baiyuli, Baizhiyan and Ekou in Wutai Mountain area and Qian’an in eastern Hebei Province are report-
ed in this paper. Some comparisons are also made with Anshan iron deposit in Liaoning, Hanwang iron deposit
in Shandong and some other iron deposits of the same kind abroad. The authors have found that these iron de-
posits have highly consistent characteristicss in the following four aspects: all of the samples are depleted in Th,
U, La, Ce, P and Sm and enriched in K, Nb, Sr, Hf, Er and Ti; as one of the characteristics of Archean ma-
rine sediments, they all have very low REE content, with the average values of the iron deposits in the four areas
being 27.65X107%, 14.56X10°%, 19.03xX10 % and 16.46 X 10 ° respectively; all of the iron deposits in the
four areas are depleted in light rare earth elements and enriched in heavy rare earth elements, with Pr/Yb ratios
in the range of 0.81~1.84, 0.35~1.21, 0.76~1.33 and 0.95~1.92 respectively; they have obvious posi-
tive anomalies of Y and Eu, with ratios of Eu/Eu” being 2.55~3.36, 2.07~2.25, 1.44~2.56 and 1.43—~

3.77 respectively, suggesting characteristics of sea water and high temperature seafloor hydrothermal solution.
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Therefore the Fe-Si formations were probably formed in a hot sea water environment. In addition as the values
of 88 of pyrite associated with BIF are close to zero the authors hold that the sulfur might have come from the
mantle. It is thus concluded that the studied BIF are chemical-sedimentary ore deposits formed in a high temper-
ature sea water environment after the derivation of silicon and iron from mantle-derived volcanic eruption or ex-
halation.
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Table 1 Main elements wy %  trace elements and rare earth elements wy 10~ ° content of studied BIF
BYLO3 BYL0O4 BYLO7 BYL10  BYLO2-1 BYL02-3 BZY02-1 BZY02-2 BZY02-4
SiO, 43.03 37.18 55.72 44.41 39.01 51.73 45.18 49.61 35.14 49.12 44.62
ALOs 1.42 0.56 0.59 0.85 0.67 0.88 0.83 0.92 0.45 0.73 0.70
Fe, O3 24.37 34.66 18.69 34.59 30.69 24.98 28.00 28.23 41.27 32.57 34.02
FeO 22.58 20.64 17.76 16.78 23.90 17.08 19.79 17.76 18.25 14.94 16.98
T Fe,O4 49.46 57.59 38.42 53.23 57.25 43.96 49.99 47.96 61.55 49.17 52.89
CaO 3.09 2.79 3.59 1.50 1.78 2.09 2.47 0.22 1.78 0.64 0.88
MgO 2.13 1.34 1.73 1.06 2.27 1.88 1.74 1.58 1.10 1.02 1.23
K,O 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.09 0.02 0.06 0.01 0.01 0.03
Na,O 0.07 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.13 0.04 0.12 0.01 0.27 0.13
TiO, 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.02
MnO 0.22 0.10 0.12 0.07 0.11 0.07 0.12 0.12 0.09 0.10 0.10
P,0s 0.16 0.13 0.13 0.18 0.13 0.23 0.16 0.16 0.20 0.14 0.17
HO0" 0.64 0.56 0.12 0.38 0.18 0.34 0.37 0.32 0.50 0.34 0.39
CO, 2.02 2.07 0.88 0.44 1.05 1.05 1.25 0.58 0.88 0.53 0.66
LOI 0.17 0.13 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.06 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Cr 8.57 38.2 6.71 20.5 10.1 7.32 15.23 6.32 6.37 5.07 5.92
Ni 6.13 16.4 3.19 10.8 4.80 3.75 7.51 5.11 4.76 3.87 4.58
Co 2.57 1.81 1.63 2.19 0.98 0.89 1.68 2.25 1.28 1.58 1.70
Sc 1.33 0.14 0.31 1.13 0.34 0.83 0.68 0.49 0.04 0.39 0.31
Ba 7.23 3.65 4.82 4.04 1.79 6.74 4.71 69.1 12.6 42.1 41.27
Sr 25.2 32.9 50.1 21.4 33.6 27.7 31.82 6.07 16.4 10.6 11.02
Rb 1.91 1.12 0.94 1.28 0.37 6.13 1.96 4.06 0.73 2.04 2.28
Zr 11.8 1.98 2.62 7.80 2.91 5.35 5.41 4.70 1.03 3.89 3.21
Hf 0.31 0.05 0.05 0.16 0.07 0.12 0.13 0.12 0.05 0.10 0.09
Ta 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05
Ge 7.96 5.68 3.69 4.46 6.72 5.84 5.73 4.24 5.91 4.41 4.85
Ga 2.34 1.74 1.69 2.36 2.02 1.49 1.94 2.22 1.38 1.64 1.75
Cu 27.9 14.5 4.46 10.2 5.43 6.03 11.42 9.91 27.0 6.30 14.40
Zn 25.2 27.3 15.8 16.1 21.8 10.8 19.50 14.1 10.8 13.3 12.73
Pb 1.43 1.71 1.44 1.20 1.71 2.94 1.74 1.61 1.81 1.25 1.56
U 0.14 0.05 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.05
Th 0.48 0.10 0.12 0.29 0.07 0.28 0.22 0.12 0.05 0.10 0.09
Nb 0.52 0.32 0.46 0.44 0.35 0.58 0.45 0.16 0.13 0.15 0.15
La 3.90 1.38 3.90 4.79 2.02 5.19 3.53 2.56 0.35 1.55 1.49
Ce 7.65 2.76 8.60 11.1 3.83 12.3 7.71 4.77 0.86 3.05 2.89
Pr 0.82 0.33 0.97 1.27 0.43 1.41 0.87 0.52 0.13 0.32 0.32
Nd 3.36 1.33 3.89 5.21 1.92 5.71 3.57 2.35 0.81 1.42 1.53
Sm 0.65 0.31 0.89 1.12 0.45 1.30 0.79 0.56 0.31 0.41 0.43
u 0.39 0.23 0.48 0.79 0.37 0.98 0.54 0.29 0.24 0.20 0.24
Gd 0.65 0.39 0.88 1.09 0.66 1.43 0.85 0.71 0.66 0.49 0.62
Th 0.12 0.06 0.16 0.18 0.10 0.24 0.14 0.11 0.10 0.08 0.10
Dy 0.74 0.36 1.08 1.04 0.62 1.53 0.90 0.71 0.71 0.48 0.63
Ho 0.18 0.09 0.26 0.23 0.15 0.34 0.21 0.15 0.16 0.12 0.14
Er 0.53 0.25 0.90 0.68 0.44 1.03 0.64 0.46 0.43 0.36 0.42
Tm 0.09 0.05 0.14 0.10 0.07 0.16 0.10 0.08 0.06 0.05 0.06
Yb 0.59 0.32 0.94 0.69 0.53 1.12 0.70 0.43 0.37 0.33 0.38
Lu 0.10 0.05 0.17 0.11 0.07 0.17 0.11 0.07 0.05 0.05 0.06
Y 6.72 3.64 8.88 7.24 4.88 10.6 6.99 5.59 5.69 4.47 5.25
SREE 26.49 11.55 32.14 35.64 16.54 43.51 27.65 19.36 10.93 13.38 14.56
Sr Ba 3.49 9.01 10.39 5.30 18.77 4.11 6.75 0.09 1.30 0.25 0.27
Sr Rb 13.19 29.38 53.30 16.72 90.81 4.52 16.25 1.50 22.47 5.20 4.84
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1-1

continued Table 1-1

BYLO3 BYLO04 BYLO7 BYL10  BYL02-1 BYLO02-3 BZY02-1 BZY02-2 BZY02-4

TV — — — — — — — — — — —
Ni Co 2.39 9.06 1.96 4.93 4.90 4.21 4.48 2.27 3.72 2.45 2.69
Cr Ni 1.40 2.33 2.10 1.90 2.10 1.95 2.03 1.24 1.34 1.31 1.29
Ga Ge 0.29 0.31 0.46 0.53 0.30 0.26 0.34 0.52 0.23 0.37 0.36
Nb Ta 10.40 6.40 9.20 8.80 7.00 11.60 8.90 3.20 2.60 3.00 2.93
Cr Zn 0.34 1.40 0.42 1.27 0.46 0.68 0.78 0.45 0.59 0.38 0.46
Co Zn 0.10 0.07 0.10 0.14 0.04 0.08 0.09 0.16 0.12 0.12 0.13
Ni Zn 0.24 0.60 0.20 0.67 0.22 0.35 0.38 0.36 0.44 0.29 0.36
Zr Hf 38.06 39.60 52.40 48.75 41.57 44.58 42.71 39.17 20.60 38.90 35.63
Th U 3.43 2.00 2.40 4.14 1.40 5.60 3.27 2.40 1.00 1.67 1.69
LREE HREE 1.73 1.22 1.40 2.14 1.20 1.62 1.60 1.33 0.33 1.08 0.90
La Yb 6.61 4.31 4.15 6.94 3.81 4.63 5.05 5.95 0.95 4.70 3.95
Sm Nd 0.19 0.23 0.23 0.21 0.23 0.23 0.22 0.24 0.38 0.29 0.28
Eu Sm 0.60 0.74 0.54 0.71 0.82 0.75 0.69 0.52 0.77 0.49 0.57
Y Ho 37.33 40.44 34.15 31.48 32.53 31.18 33.57 37.27 35.56 37.25 36.63
Pr Yb 1.39 1.03 1.03 1.84 0.81 1.26 1.25 1.21 0.35 0.97 0.86
Pr Pr’ 0.95 1.01 0.99 0.98 0.93 0.99 0.98 0.91 0.85 0.90 0.90
YY” 1.47 1.61 1.33 1.18 1.27 1.17 1.29 1.37 1.35 1.48 1.39
Ce Ce” 1.11 0.98 1.03 1.04 1.18 1.02 1.05 1.24 1.95 1.25 1.29
La La® 1.27 1.07 1.02 1.01 1.61 0.96 1.08 1.76 -2.53 1.63 1.97
Eu Eu” 2.81 3.05 2.55 3.36 3.08 3.35 3.09 2.12 2.25 2.07 2.15

EKO1 EKO03 W-EK-1 ~ W23-45 10007 J0010 J0023 10027 10034

SO, 41.57 44.48 41.80 36.46 41.08 50.51 41.24 44.10 39.35 55.84 46.21
ALO; 0.87 1.37 0.14 0.47 0.71 0.70 0.24 0.22 0.08 0.15 0.28

Fe,O;5 29.86 21.65 40.46 43.10 33.77 — — — — — —

FeO 22.26 25.96 15.21 15.62 19.76 — — — — — —
T Fe,O;3 54.59 50.49 57.36 60.46 55.73 47.68 58.15 55.98 58.23 41.93 52.39
CaO 1.66 1.66 1.22 1.89 1.61 1.83 1.51 0.84 1.61 1.43 1.45
MgO 1.54 2.68 0.63 0.80 1.41 1.87 1.44 1.89 2.36 1.86 1.89
K,O 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.02 0.01 0.04 0.03
Na,O 0.14 0.13 0.02 0.08 0.09 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.02 0.04 0.04
TiO, 0.02 0.05 0.01 0.04 0.03 0.04 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.02
MnO 0.14 0.15 0.07 0.09 0.11 0.08 0.09 0.06 0.15 0.07 0.09
P,0Os 0.15 0.14 0.11 0.16 0.14 0.09 0.04 0.03 0.06 0.08 0.06
H0" 0.54 0.42 0.25 0.12 0.33 — — — — — 0.00
CO, 0.79 0.96 0.99 2.07 1.20 — — — — — 0.00
LOI 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.75 0.20 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Cr 5.50 10.5 16.5 11.6 11.03 4.04 14.75 3.15 3.27 17.45 8.53
Ni 3.59 6.55 5.18 5.57 5.22 3.48 9.34 2.71 3.76 9.29 5.72
Co 2.02 7.97 2.47 12.9 6.34 1.39 1.08 0.68 0.71 1.46 1.06
Sc 0.33 1.31 0.42 1.06 0.78 0.94 0.81 0.65 0.77 0.84 0.80
Ba 14.6 14.0 3.32 6.09 9.50 13.23 22.18 9.36 4.18 13.01 12.39
Sr 16.7 52.0 3.75 14.1 21.64 12.74 21.82 4.65 15.49 5.73 12.09
Rb 0.85 2.96 0.26 1.12 1.30 2.30 1.43 1.29 0.39 0.49 1.18
Zr 5.76 12.8 0.93 4.60 6.02 7.04 3.83 3.39 2.08 2.81 3.83
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1-2

continued Table 1-2

EKO1 EKO03 W-EK-1 W23-45 J000-7 J0010 J0023 J0027 J0034
Hf 0.18 0.33 0.05 0.14 0.18 0.16 0.09 0.09 0.05 0.05 0.09
Ta 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.09 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.06
Ge 5.25 5.99 5.22 2.23 4.67 6.65 4.70 4.10 3.67 8.08 5.44
Ga 1.70 5.43 — — 3.57 4.54 1.06 0.97 1.00 1.80 1.87
Cu 18.6 30.8 — — 24.70 11.62 10.42 9.37 17.12 10.33 11.77
7n 43.3 56.5 — — 49.90 15.45 8.76 6.91 4.69 33.21 13.80
Pb 2.22 2.36 — — 2.29 1.44 1.43 1.74 3.41 1.64 1.93
U 0.11 0.16 0.07 0.09 0.11 0.15 0.11 0.16 0.13 0.20 0.15
Th 0.49 0.62 0.08 0.14 0.33 0.37 0.22 0.23 0.14 0.21 0.23
Nb 0.42 0.38 0.09 0.28 0.29 1.22 0.27 0.27 0.13 0.37 0.45
La 2.67 3.45 0.58 2.62 2.33 7.58 2.17 1.15 1.78 1.95 2.93
Ce 5.13 7.83 1.25 5.40 4.90 11.35 3.31 2.04 2.56 2.67 4.39
Pr 0.57 0.85 0.13 0.62 0.54 1.37 0.35 0.22 0.29 0.32 0.51
Nd 2.31 3.64 0.67 2.71 2.33 4.85 1.34 0.81 1.07 1.34 1.88
Sm 0.46 0.86 0.20 0.63 0.54 0.76 0.23 0.15 0.21 0.28 0.33
Eu 0.29 0.29 0.11 0.30 0.25 0.25 0.12 0.07 0.13 0.28 0.17
Gd 0.59 1.01 0.44 0.76 0.70 0.86 0.35 0.25 0.32 0.42 0.44
Th 0.10 0.17 0.07 0.13 0.12 0.12 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.07
Dy 0.76 1.08 0.45 0.87 0.79 0.89 0.37 0.24 0.33 0.39 0.45
Ho 0.17 0.22 0.09 0.19 0.17 0.22 0.09 0.07 0.10 0.09 0.12
Er 0.55 0.66 0.23 0.57 0.50 0.73 0.31 0.23 0.29 0.30 0.37
Tm 0.09 0.10 0.05 0.08 0.08 0.11 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.06
Yb 0.55 0.64 0.17 0.55 0.48 0.72 0.28 0.23 0.30 0.27 0.36
Lu 0.08 0.09 0.05 0.07 0.07 0.12 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.06
Y 6.50 6.72 2.40 5.28 5.23 7.64 3.63 2.99 3.86 3.54 4.33
SREE 20.82 27.61 6.89 20.78 19.03 37.57 12.72 8.61 11.38 12.01 16.46
Sr Ba 1.14 3.71 1.13 2.32 2.28 0.96 0.98 0.50 3.71 0.44 0.98
Sr Rb 19.65 17.57 14.42 12.59 16.68 5.53 15.27 3.60 39.92 11.67 10.24
Ti V \— — — — — 54.90 23.63 34.95 30.28 18.73 34.01
Ni Co 1.78 0.82 2.10 0.43 0.82 2.51 8.63 4.00 5.32 6.35 5.37
Cr Ni 1.53 1.60 3.19 2.08 2.11 1.16 1.58 1.16 0.87 1.88 1.49
Ga Ge 0.32 0.91 0.00 0.00 0.76 0.68 0.23 0.24 0.27 0.22 0.34
Nb Ta 7.00 6.33 1.80 5.60 5.32 13.15 5.38 5.46 2.62 7.40 7.73
Cr Zn 0.13 0.19 — — 0.22 0.26 1.68 0.46 0.70 0.53 0.62
Co Zn 0.05 0.14 — — 0.13 0.09 0.12 0.10 0.15 0.04 0.08
Ni Zn 0.08 0.11 — — 0.10 0.22 1.06 0.39 0.80 0.28 0.41
Zr Hf 32.00 38.79 18.60 32.86 34.41 44.85 40.72 38.06 40.69 56.20 43.40
Th U 4.45 3.88 1.14 1.56 3.09 2.52 1.96 1.44 1.12 1.04 1.56
LREE HREE 1.22 1.58 0.74 1.44 1.34 2.29 1.45 1.07 1.13 1.32 1.63
La Yb 4.85 5.39 3.41 4.76 4.88 10. 60 7.84 5.04 5.91 7.15 8.15
Sm Nd 0.20 0.24 0.30 0.23 0.23 0.16 0.17 0.19 0.19 0.21 0.17
Eu Sm 0.63 0.34 0.55 0.48 0.46 0.33 0.54 0.46 0.64 1.01 0.53
Y Ho 38.24 30.55 26.67 27.79 31.19 34.13 39.05 45.26 39.39 37.61 37.67
Pr Yb 1.04 1.33 0.76 1.13 1.14 1.92 1.27 0.97 0.95 1.18 1.42
La La” 1.22 1.22 3.27 1.35 1.31 1.10 1.42 1.09 1.33 1.67 1.22
Ce Ce” 1.06 1.16 1.62 1.12 1.14 0.85 1.04 0.97 0.95 1.00 0.92
YY® 1.44 1.10 0.95 1.04 1.15 1.36 1.55 1.86 1.68 1.47 1.52
Pr Pr* 0.97 0.94 0.83 0.95 0.94 1.09 0.98 1.01 1.03 1.00 1.05
Eu Eu” 2.56 1.44 1.56 2.01 1.86 1.43 1.95 1.60 2.32 3.77 2.08
X-serise —

PAAS =0.98~1.18 Eu Eu Eu® =2.55

~3.36 Y YY" =1.17~

Pr Yb=0.81~1.84 Ce Ce Ce” 1.61 Y Ho 31.18~40.44 Eu
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2 169
100 10
a b
——BZY02-1 —— BZY02-1
-=BZY02-2 —a— BZY02-2
% 10 ——BZY02-4 —— BZY02-4
1 -
= =
1k o
]lnﬁ =
= 01F
0.1}
0.01 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
001 L 1 L L L 1 L L L 1 L L L 1 L L L 1
RbBaTh U K Ta NbLa Ce St Nd P Hf Zr SmTi Tb Y La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy Y Ho Er Tm Yb Lu
2 a b
Fig. 2 Trace elements patterns a and REE patterns b of Baizhiyan iron deposit
100 10
a b ——EKO01
- EKO03
—a— W-EK-1
10 | —e— W23-45
- 1
2 p
=
< £ 4 ) = AP N
~ l L [6a)
ki 2
1R
1 ik
£ ——EKO01
0.1 F —=EKO03
—— W-EK-1
—e— W23-45
001 L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L
0.01 R — e | R ——— e s La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy Y Ho Er Tm Yb L
RbBaTh U K Ta NbLa Ce §r Nd P Hf Zr SmTi Tb Y a e m o ErAm Y
3 a b
Fig. 3 Trace elements patterns a and REE patterns b of Ekou iron deposit
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Fig. 4 Trace elements patterns a and REE patterns b of Qian’ an iron deposit
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