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Zinc isotope characteristics in the biogeochemical process of karst plateau lakes

LIANG Li-li"?3, LIU Cong-giang', WANG Zhong-liang', ZHU Xiang-kun®, SONG Liu-ting"? and LI Jin®

(1. State Key Laboratory of Environmental Geochemistry, Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guiyang

550002, China; 2. Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China; 3. Key Laboratory of Isotopic Geolo-
gy, MLR; Institute of Geology, CAGS, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: The Zn isotopic compositions of SPM (suspended particulate materials) and biological samples from the Hongfeng Lake and
the Aha Lake as well as their main branches were analyzed with multiple collector inductively coupled plasma-mass spectrometry. The
results show that the variations in Zn isotopic composition of SPM in the Aha Lake and in its main branches are —0.18%0~0.27%o
and —0.17%0~0.46%o respectively, while the variations in the Hongfeng Lake and in its main branches are —0.29%0~0.26%0 and
—0.04%0~0.48%o respectively, indicating that the heavy zinc isotopes are enriched in the SPM in their branches. The zinc isotope
compositions in biological material show a larger variation from —0.35%o to 0.57%o, suggesting that different materials from the la-
custrine ecosystem have their respective unique isotopic signatures. It is shown that the zinc isotope composition in the Aha Lake is
mainly controlled by the water inputs from the catchment, and hence the zinc isotope composition can be used as a good tracer of
source materials. It is also found that 8% Zn variation versus chlorophyll contents shows positive correlation (R =0.97) in the
Hongfeng Lake in summer, which can be probably ascribed to the process of adsorption or absorption of zinc onto algae. In addition,
the zinc isotope ratio of SPM in the Hongfeng and Aha Lakes in summer is lower than that in winter, implying that the atmospheric

deposition might have served as another significant source of lighter zinc isotopes. Moreover, the variation of 8°°Zn values in biological
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material is wider than that in SPM, indicating that inorganic processes controlling zinc isotope fractionation should be of subordinate
importance compared with biological factors.

Key words: zinc isotope; SPM (suspended particulate materials) ; biological sample; tracer
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1
Fig. 1 Sampling locations in Aha and Hongfeng lakes

1 mg L
Table 1 Hydrochemical characteristics of water bodies in Aha and Hongfeng lakes
pH t C a HCOs; clt NO; SO;~ K* Na* Ca®* Mg " Chla pg L7
8.19 16.95 0.325 311.08 7.77 6.48 97.23 3.59 6.10 54.41 16.23 42.16
7.87 15.59 0.44 363.51 11.10 5.31 221.12 4.60 9.94 105.61  21.43 8.58
pH DO 10 em 47 mm 0.45 pm
10 L
1.5L Millpore
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HgCl, 200
HF
2%  HNO; Tessier
2 1979 2006
3
2.1 AEC - -

HCl pH=2
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